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FOREWORD 


This  Digest  of  School  Laws  Enacted  by  the  1955  General  Assembly 
has  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  of  presenting  in  convenient  form, 
as  Bulletin  5,  the  composite  report  which  was  duplicated  and  dis- 
tributed at  the  close  of  the  protracted  session  of  the  General  Assembly, 
i The  regular  biennial  edition  of  the  School  Laws  of  Pennsylvania 
will  not  be  issued  inasmuch  as  the  1955  edition  would  not  come  from 
ithe  press  before  the  convening  of  the  1957  session  of  the  General 
I Assembly. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  statement  concerning  the  eflFective  date 
and  time  of  laws,  page  iv,  and  to  the  date  of  approval  of  each  act. 

The  Digest  has  been  prepared  under  the  general  direction  of  Dr. 
Ralph  C.  Swan,  Deputy  Superintendent  of  Pubhc  Instruction.  The 
I compilation  has  been  the  responsibility  of  Stanley  C.  Fellows,  legal 
adviser  of  the  Department,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Gladys  Ebner  and  Wm.  E. 
I Strawinski.  The  bulletin  has  been  edited  by  Rachel  S.  Turner,  Editor 
for  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction. 

^ Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction. 

November  1956 
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EFFECTIVE  DATE  AND  TIME  OF  LAWS 


All  laws  hereafter  enacted  finally  at  a regular  session  of  the  Legis  j 
lature  except  laws  making  appropriations,  and  except  laws  affectin) : 
the  budget  of  any  political  subdivision,  shall  be  in  full  force  anc 
effect  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  September  next  following  thei 
final  enactment,  unless  a different  date  is  specified  in  the  law  itselJ 
or  if  enacted  finally  after  the  first  day  of  September  of  the  year  of  th 
regular  session,  or  after  the  date  specified  in  the  law,  the  same  sha! 
become  effective  immediately  upon  final  enactment. 

Appropriations,  laws,  or  laws  having  appropriation  items,  enactei 
finally  at  a regular  session  of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  in  full  ford 
and  effect  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next  following  thei 
final  enactment,  unless  a different  date  is  specified  in  the  law  itsel 
or  unless  any  such  appropriation  law  or  law  having  an  appropriatio 
item  is  enacted  finally  after  the  first  day  of  June  in  any  year,  in  whic 
case  it  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  immediately  upon  final  enad 
ment. 

Laws  affecting  the  budget  of  any  political  subdivision,  enacted  finall  i 
at  a regular  session  of  the  Legislature,  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effec 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  of  the  political  subdivisions  affecte  I 
following  the  date  of  the  final  enactment  of  such  law  unless  a differer  f 
date  is  specified  in  the  law  itself. 

All  laws  enacted  finally  at  a special  or  extraordinary  session  of  th 
Legislature,  shall  be  in  full  force  and  effect  immediately  upon  fini 
enactment,  unless  a different  date  is  specified  in  the  law  itself.  ( Sectio 
4 of  the  Act  of  May  28,  1937,  P.  L.  1019,  amended  May  27,  195: 

P.  L.  240)  ^ 
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The  act  amends  Section  1847,  relating  to  attendance  of  pupils  from 
non-participating  districts  and  to  the  payment  of  tuition  for  sue! 
pupils.  I 

Subsection  (e)  of  Section  2502  is  repealed.  The  provisions  of  thu 
portion  of  Section  2502  as  written  are  incorporated  in  modified  form 
in  the  proposed  new  Section  2508.2.  | 

The  act  amends  Section  2507,  relating  to  payments  of  appropriatior 
on  account  of  approved  vocational  extension  classes. 

Section  2508.2  is  added,  relating  to  payments  of  appropriation  or^ 
account  of  area  technical  schools.  The  new  section  provides  that  the’ 
amount  of  the  estimated  cost  for  the  operation  of  such  schools  shal 
be  advanced  to  the  county  board  by  the  Commonwealth  in  twc; 
installments  payable  August  1 and  January  1 of  each  year;  that  the 
payments  shall  be  deducted  from  reimbursements  due  the  districi 
of  residence  of  each  child  attending  the  area  technical  school;  anc 
that  reimbursement  on  account  of  children  attending  the  area  technical ; 
school  shall  be  paid  to  the  district  of  residence. 

Section  2517,  relating  to  semiannual  payments.  This  amendmeni 
will  delete  the  present  provision  for  the  payment  of  appropriation  tc 
county  boards  operating  area  technieal  sehools  so  as  to  bring  thf 
provisions  of  this  section  into  conformity  with  those  in  Section  2508.2 1 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956. 

AUDITORS 

Act  No.  108  (House  Bill  No.  301)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1706  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949. 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  treasurer  of  a joint  school  board.  This  legis-,' 
lation  permits  the  joint  board  or  joint  school  committee  to  select  j 
three  auditors  from  among  the  total  number  of  auditors  of  all  the 
member  districts  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer  of  the  joint 
board.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  August  2,  1955. 

Act  No.  121  (House  Bill  No.  621)* 

This  act  amends  Clause  (7)  of  Section  2401,  Subsection  (b)  oil 
Section  2433,  and  Section  2443  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949,1 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  compensation  of  auditors  of  school  accounts." 
Compensation  of  school  auditors  is  increased  from  six  dollars  ($6)1 
to  ten  dollars  ($10)  per  day.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  August  9,i 
1955.  ' ' 
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I Act  No.  176  (House  Bill  No.  1375)* 

This  act  amends  Section  2443  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
’.L.  30,  relating  to  the  employment  and  compensation  of  certified 
l)ublic  accountants  employed  to  audit  the  accounts  by  school  districts. 
The  act  clarifies  the  existing  law  by  providing  that  the  compensation 
)f  any  certified  public  accountant  employed  by  a school  district  of 
he  fourth  class  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the  school  district  shall  be 
ixed  by  the  directors  of  the  district  and  paid  by  the  district.  Approved 
)y  the  Governor,  September  27,  1955. 

BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS 

Act  No.  14  (Senate  BiU  No.  67) 

i This  act  amends  the  Act  of  June  25,  1947,  P.L.  1145,  so  as  to  exempt 
rom  certain  advertising  requirements,  resolutions  as  well  as  ordi- 
nances. Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  6,  1955. 

Act  No.  17  (House  Bill  No.  64)“ 

I This  act  amends  Section  701  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
ji’.L.  30,  by  adding  “adequate  lighting”  in  every  school  building  and 
fa  safe  supply  of  water”  to  the  stated  provisions  which  a school  board 
IS  required  to  provide  for  all  children  between  the  ages  of  six  and 
wenty-one  in  the  school  district.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
\ 1955. 

Act  No.  109  (House  Bill  No.  362)“ 

This  act  amends  Section  428  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  duties  of  the  vice-president  of  the  board  of  school 
lirectors.  The  act  redefines  the  duties  of  the  vice-president  of  a board 
nf  school  directors  by  specifying  that  he  shall,  in  the  absence  of  the 
president,  preside  at  all  meetings,  call  special  meetings,  execute  deeds, 
contracts,  warrants,  etc.,  and  perform  all  other  duties  imposed  on  the 
president.  Except  in  districts  of  the  first  class,  upon  request  of  the 
president,  the  board  may  authorize  its  vice-president  to  sign  checks 
md  vouchers  for  the  payment  of  current  expenses  and  salaries.  Ap- 
oroved  by  the  Governor,  August  2,  1955. 

Act  No.  127  (House  Bill  No.  1364)“ 

This  act  amends  Section  404  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  organization  of  school  boards  in  second,  third' 
md  fourth  class  districts.  The  act  provides  that  the  same  person  shall 
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not  hold  at  the  same  time  more  than  one  of  the  offices  of  president, 
vice-president,  secretary,  or  treasurer  of  any  board  of  school  directors.! 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  August  9,  1955. 

Act  No.  173  (House  BiU  No.  922)*  I 

This  act  amends  Clause  (1)  of  Section  707  of  the  Public  School 
Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  sale  at  public  auction  of  lands 
and  buildings  owned  by  school  districts.  The  act  makes  it  unnecessary 
to  employ  a licensed  auctioneer  in  connection  with  such  sales.  Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  September  27,  1955. 

Act  No.  174  (House  BiU  No.  1278)* 


This  act  amends  the  Pubhc  School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  by  adding 
Section  2132  which  authorizes  the  board  of  education  in  school  districts 
of  the  first  class,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  Section  707,  to 
dedicate,  sell,  convey,  or  lease  to  the  city  comprising  the  school  district 
any  real  estate  owned  by  it  for  any  lawful  purpose  upon  such  terms,' 
with  or  without  consideration,  as  it  may  determine.  Approved  by  the 
Governor,  September  27,  1955. 
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Act  No.  187  (House  Bill  No.  1078)* 

This  act  further  amends  Section  775  of  the  Public  School  Code  of 
1949,  P.L.  30,  by  changing  the  provisions  of  the  law  relative  to  the 
authority  which  boards  of  school  directors  have  in  permitting  the  use 
of  school  buildings  for  other  than  regular  school  activities. 

The  act  gives  boards  of  school  directors  discretionary  power  in  per- 
mitting the  use  of  any  school  building  for  holding  official  meetings  of 
the  governing  authorities  of  corporate  or  politic,  governmental  or 
quasi-governmental  bodies  created  by  authority  of  any  act  of  As-- 
sembly.  Furthermore,  such  use  of  any  school  building  for  holding 
oflficial  meetings  cannot  interfere  with  school  programs  and  shaU  be 
subject  to  reasonable  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  board  of 
school  directors.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  October  7,  1955. 

Act  No.  193  (House  Bill  No.  162)* 

This  act  further  amends  Clause  (3)  of  Section  2561  of  the  Public 
School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  computation  of  an  ap- 
proved tuition  rate.  The  act  increases  the  allowance  for  rental  from 


4 


ilO.OO  to  $18.00  in  computing  an  annual  tuition  rate  for  high  school 
mpils.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  October  14,  1955. 

Act  No.  261  (Senate  Bill  No.  165) 

This  act  further  amends  Clause  (b)  of  Section  1 of  the  Act  of 
une  30,  1947,  P.L.  1183,  relating  to  strikes  by  school  employes. 

The  act  modifies  the  provisions  of  the  present  act  relating  to  strikes 
)f  school  employes  by  changing  the  procedures  for  setting  up  a panel 

0 arbitrate  disputes  between  the  school  board  and  its  nonprofessional 
imployes.  Under  the  present  law,  such  a panel  is  made  up  of  a mem- 
jer  of  the  board  of  directors  or  board  of  education,  an  employe  of 
he  board  selected  by  the  employes,  and  the  State  Superintendent 
)f  Public  Instruction  or  his  nominee.  Under  this  act,  this  method 
)f  setting  up  an  arbitration  panel  is  reserved  for  disputes  between  the 
DOard  and  its  professional  employes.  In  cases  of  grievances  or  con- 
roversies  involving  nonprofessional  employes,  the  panel  membership 
vould  be  composed  of  one  member  selected  by  such  employes,  one 
member  selected  by  the  board  of  directors  or  board  of  education,  and 
he  third  member  to  be  selected  by  the  other  two.  Approved  by  the 
Governor,  December  15,  1955. 

Act  No.  279  (Senate  Bill  No.  190)* 

1 This  act  amends  Section  1111  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
iP.L.  30,  with  reference  to  the  required  vote  of  the  school  board  when 
i relative  of  a director  is  employed  as  a teacher. 

The  former  law  required  the  affirmative  votes  of  three-fourths  of 
ill  the  board  members,  when  a person  related  to  a director,  within 
Dne  of  the  degrees  of  relationship  enumerated  therein,  was  employed 
by  a school  board  as  a teacher.  Unfortunately,  this  fraction  did  not 
work  out  evenly,  and  a legal  question  was  therefore  created  as  to 
iwhat  the  exact  vote  should  be,  because  there  could  not  be  a fractional 
part  of  a member.  It  was  always  thought  that  the  required  number 
of  votes  moved  up  to  the  next  digit;  for  example,  in  a five-man  board, 
the  required  vote  was  four.  Under  the  amendment,  the  majority  of 
all  of  the  board  members’  votes,  other  than  the  vote  of  the  member 
who  is  so  related  to  the  appficant,  is  now  required.  For  example,  in 
a five-man  board,  the  one  being  related  not  being  permitted  to  vote, 
the  required  vote  will  be  three;  in  a seven-man  board,  the  required 
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vote  will  be  four.  It  should  be  noted  that  the  law  requires  the  afiBrma- 
tive  votes  of  all  board  members,  and  not  merely  a majority  of  those 
present.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  December  28,  1955. 

Act  No.  330  (House  Bill  No.  151)* 

This  act  further  amends  Section  903  of  the  Public  School  Code  of 
1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  allowable  expenses  at  annual  conventions  and  , 
special  meetings;  also  amends  Section  1709  of  the  School  Code,  re- 
lating to  allowable  traveling  expenses  for  members  of  joint  boards. 

The  act  amends  Section  903  of  the  School  Code  so  as  to  increase 
the  daily  allowance  for  attending  the  annual  county  convention  of 
school  directors  from  $8.00  per  day  to  $12.00  per  day  and  the  mileage 
allowance  from  six  cents  to  seven  cents.  The  traveling  allowance  for 
members  of  a joint  board  or  of  a joint  committee  is  increased  from 
six  cents  to  seven  cents.  The  maximum  number  of  meetings  allowed 
for  reimbursement  is  twelve  per  year.  Approved  by  the  Governor, 
February  14,  1956. 

Act  No.  331  (House  Bill  No.  160)* 

This  act  further  amends  Section  516.1  of  the  Public  School  Code  of 
1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  allowable  expenses  for  attendance  at  meet- 
ings for  educational  or  financial  advantage  to  the  district. 

The  act  permits  members  of  boards  of  school  directors  to  attend  i 
meetings  within  600  miles  of  the  boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  in- 
creases the  daily  allowance  for  such  meetings  from  $8.00  per  day  to 
$12.00  per  day.  It  also  increases  the  mileage  allowance  from  six  cents 
to  seven  cents.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  14,  1956. 

Act  No.  508  (House  Bill  No.  1339)* 

This  act  amends  Section  310  and  repeals  Section  312  of  the  Public 

School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  election  of  school  di-  , 

rectors  in  annexed,  merged,  and  union  school  districts.  I 

Section  310  is  amended  so  as  to  include  merged  districts  in  the  i 

provisions  relating  to  the  election  of  directors. 

Section  312  is  repealed.  This  section  was  in  conflict  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  310  and  was  impossible  to  enforce.  Approved  by 
the  Governor,  May  7,  1956. 
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COUNTY  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS 

See  Area  Technical  Schools,  Act  No.  675 
See  Handicapped  Children  Program,  Act  No.  429 
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j Act  No.  560  (Senate  Bill  No.  590)* 

This  act  amends  Sections  901,  921,  1022,  and  1091  of  the  Public 
i' School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  to  provide  that: 

1— School  directors  operating  intercounty  joint  school  systems  shall 
I attend  county  conventions  and  have  full  voting  rights  only  in  the 
; county  having  the  largest  proportion  of  the  population  of  the 
' administrative  unit.  ( Section  901 ) 

' 2— County  board  members  shall  be  elected  by  a majority  vote  of  the 

directors  of  the  county  and  of  the  directors  of  other  counties  elig- 
Ij  ible  to  vote  in  the  convention.  ( Section  921 ) 

3—  County  superintendents  are  to  be  eleeted  by  the  school  directors 
of  ( 1 ) school  districts  under  the  supervision  of  the  county  super- 

I intendent,  (2)  union  and  merged  districts,  (3)  all  districts  of 
third  and  fourth  class  employing  district  superintendents  to  op- 
erate joint  school  systems,  (4)  all  districts  that  were  under  the 
I supervision  of  the  county  superintendent  on  the  first  Monday  of 
j July,  1955,  (5)  districts  employing  district  superintendents  who 
elect  to  become  part  of  the  county  service  system,  and  (6)  dis- 
tricts of  other  counties  that  have  joined  with  one  or  more  districts 
of  the  county  in  establishing  joint  schools  which  conform  to 
approved  county  plans.  (Section  1022) 

4—  All  districts  whose  directors  are  eligible  to  vote  for  county  super- 
intendent are  entitled  to  all  services  provided  through  the  office 
of  the  county  superintendent.  (Section  1091)  Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  24,  1956. 

Act  No.  565  (House  Bill  No.  147) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30, 
relating  to  election  of  the  county  board  of  school  directors.  Under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  “The  annual  convention  of  the  school  di- 
rectors of  any  county  having  a population  over  80,000  may  by  reso- 
lution provide  for  seven  members.”  Under  present  law,  only  counties 
of  the  second  class  (800,000-1,500,000)  may  have  seven  members  on 
the  county  board.  The  act  also  specifies  when  the  additional  mem- 
bers shall  be  elected.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  24,  1956. 
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Act  No.  673  (House  Bill  No.  1951)* 


This  act  amends  Sections  925,  1374,  and  2509.1  of  the  PubHc  School 
Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30. 

Section  925  is  amended  so  that  the  county  board  shall  have  power 
and  its  duty  shall  be:  ****(16)  To  estimate  and  file  with  the  De- 
partment of  Public  Instruction,  on  or  before  July  1 annually,  the  ) 
cost  of  transportation  of  pupils  to  and  from  classes  and  schools  for^ 
handicapped  children,  whether  or  not  conducted  by  the  county  board.  * 

Section  1374  is  amended  so  that  the  county  board  of  school  direc- 
tors shall  provide  the  necessary  transportation  for  any  physically  or 
mentally  handicapped  child  who  is  unable  to  attend  the  class  or 
center  for  which  he  is  qualified  due  to  the  lack  of  free  transportation 
or  board  and  lodging. 

Section  2509.1  is  amended  to  provide  method  of  reimbursement  on 
account  of  cost  of  maintaining  classes,  schools,  and  transportation  for 
handicapped  children.  Funds  for  these  purposes  are  j)rovided  in 
budget  form  PISE  20.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956. 

DRIVER  EDUCATION 

Act  No.  555  (Senate  Bill  No.  876)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1519.1  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949,  : 
P.L.  30,  and  adds  a new  Section  2504.1. 

The  act  eliminates  the  limitation  of  $10.00  per  pupil,  per  school, 
enrolled  in  the  Standardized  Driver  Education  Program  and  adds 
a new  Section  2504.1  which  states  that  for  the  school  year  1955-56 
school  districts  offering  the  Standardized  Driver  Education  Program 
will  receive  financial  assistance  based  on  their  standard  reimburse- 
ment fraction  times  an  amount  up  to  $32.00  per  pupil  enrolled  in  i 
the  Standardized  Driver  Education  Program.  It  further  provides  that 
no  school  shall  receive  less  than  $10.00  per  student  enrolled  in  the  ^ 
Standardized  Driver  Education  Program. 

The  act  also  provides  that  school  districts  shall  be  reimbursed  for  i 
the  school  year  1954-55  on  the  standard  reimbursement  fraction  times  i 
$30.00. 

This  amending  act  shall  apply  to  pa3ments  made  for  the  school  i 
year  1954-55,  and  for  every  school  year  thereafter.  The  existing  law 
shall  continue  in  effect  as  to  payments  for  school  years  prior  to  1954-55.  ■ 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  21,  1956. 
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FIRST  AID  OR  HOME  NURSING 


Act  No.  478  (House  Bill  No.  949)" 

This  act  amends  Section  1605  of  the  Pubhe  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  by  providing  that  during  one  or  more  of  the  last  foirr  years 
3f  any  complete  high  school  program  there  may  be  included  a course 
of  study  in  First  Aid,  or  Home  Nursing,  or  both,  and  the  act  requires 
the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  direct  a course  of  study 
to  be  prepared.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1956. 

FISCAL  AFFAIRS 

See  School  Buildings,  Act  No.  175 

See  School  Buildings  Program,  Act  No.  417 

Act  No.  150  (Senate  Bill  No.  313)* 

This  act  amends  Section  785  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  withholding  appropriations  for  failure  to  pay 
rentals  to  the  State  Public  School  Building  Authority. 

The  act  requires  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  with- 
hold money  from  appropriations  payable  to  school  districts  and  to 
pay  over  the  same  to  the  State  Public  School  Building  Authority  when 
notified  by  that  Authority  that  the  district  is  in  default  on  its  rental 
payments  to  the  Authority.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  September  7, 
1955. 


Act  No.  172  (House  Bill  No.  921)* 

This  act  amends  Subsection  (b)  of  Section  216  of  the  Public  School 
Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  gifts  to  school  districts  and  to  the 
investment  of  such  gifts. 

The  act  liberalizes  the  provisions  of  the  Code  with  respect  to  the 
investment  of  funds  received  by  school  districts  from  gifts  by  pro- 
viding that  such  funds  may  be  invested  in  any  obfigations  declared 
to  be  legal  investments  in  the  Act  of  May  26,  1949,  P.L.  1828,  known 
as  the  “Fiduciaries  Investment  Act  of  1949.”  Previously  such  funds 
could  be  invested  only  in  bonds  legally  and  properly  issued  by  a 
school  district  in  Pennsylvania  or  in  municipal  bonds  in  which  banks 
in  Pennsylvania  are  authorized  by  law  to  invest  their  deposits.  Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  September  27,  1955. 
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Act  No.  333  (Senate  Bill  No.  724)" 


This  act  further  amends  Section  790  of  the  Public  School  Code  of 
1949,  P.L.  30,  by  adding  a new  subsection  (7),  relating  to  the  pay- 
ment of  annual  rentals  by  school  districts  to  a municipality  authority. 

The  act  requires  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  with- 
hold appropriations  from  any  school  district  which  fails  to  pay  an 
annual  rental  to  a municipality  authority  when  such  rental  is  due 
and  to  pay  over  the  withheld  amount  to  the  authority.  Approved  by 
the  Governor,  February  14,  1956. 

Act  No.  334  (Senate  Bill  No.  834) 

This  act  validates  and  confirms  certain  contracts  heretofore  entered 
into  by  municipality  authorities  for  the  construction  of  a school  build- 
ing project  or  projects,  and  authorizes  or  ratifies  payments  on  such 
contracts  by  the  municipality  authority  under  certain  conditions. 

The  act  provides  that  when  any  municipality  authority  has  hereto- 
fore contracted  for  labor,  material,  supplies,  and  service,  for  the  1* 
purpose  of  constructing  a school  building  project  or  projects  under 
the  provisions  of  the  municipality  authorities  act  and  the  municipality 
authority  has  not  suffered  any  pecuniary  loss,  that  the  municipality 
authority  is  authorized  to  pay  for  such  services,  or  if  payment  has 
been  made  the  payment  is  ratified  even  though  the  contract  for  this 
service  was  legally  void  by  reason  of  the  failure  to  advertise  for  bids 
or  by  reason  of  defect  in  advertising.  The  act  provides  that  no  such 
contract  shall  be  valid  and  binding  or  be  ratified  unless  approved  by 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and  the  Department  of  Justice. 

It  further  provides  that  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  and 
the  Department  of  Justice  may  approve  all  or  any  part  of  such  con- 
tracts. 

It  further  provides  that  no  member  of  the  municipality  authority 
shall  be  surcharged  for  any  payment  made  on  any  contracts  referred 
to  in  this  act.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  14,  1956. 

Act  No.  545  (Senate  Bill  No.  517) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  March  31,  1949,  P.L.  372,  which  created 
the  General  State  Authority. 

The  act  empowers  the  General  State  Authority  to  construct  additions 
and  improvements  to  universities  receiving  State  aid.  The  present  law 
provides  that  the  General  State  Authority  may,  among  other  things, 
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construct  additions  and  improvements  to  land-grant  colleges.  This 
act  adds  universities  receiving  State  aid  from  tlie  Commonwealth. 

The  act  further  provides  that  the  Department  of  Pubhc  Instruction 
or  any  school  district  shall  have  power  and  authority,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Governor,  to  enter  into  contracts  with  the  General  State  Au- 
thority to  lease  as  lessee  from  the  Authority,  any  school  building  or 
additions  or  improvements  to  universities  receiving  State  aid,  and 
upon  the  completion  of  said  school  building  or  additions  or  improve- 
ments and  the  furnishings  and  equipment  thereof,  or  when  said  projects 
are  used  or  occupied,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  or  school 
district  shall  have  power  and  authority,  with  the  approval  of  the 
Governor,  to  lease  as  lessee  said  school  building  or  additions  or  im- 
provements and  the  furnishings  and  equipment  thereof. 

The  act  further  provides  that  when  such  projects  are  leased  by  the 
Authority  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  shall  have  the  power  and  authority  to  sublease  such 
project  to  the  university  receiving  State  aid  or  to  a school  district 
for  which  said  project  has  been  undertaken.  Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  18,  1956. 

Act  No.  592  (Senate  Bill  No.  1077) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  March  31,  1949,  P.L.  372,  known  as  “The 
General  State  Authority  Act,”  by  increasing  the  power  of  the  Authority 
to  borrow  money  and  issue  evidences  of  indebtedness  therefor 
allocating  the  proceeds  of  the  increased  borrowing  and  unexpended 
money  previously  borrowed.  $25,000,000  of  the  increased  borrowing 
capacity  is  allocated  to  the  Department  of  Pubhc  Instruction  for  the 
State  Teachers  Golleges.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  28,  1956. 

Act  No.  606  (Senate  Bill  No.  1087) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  May  26,  1949,  P.L.  1828,  known  as  the 
"Fiduciaries  Investment  Act  of  1949,”  by  further  prescribing  the 
eligibility  for  authorized  investments  of  the  obligations  of  municipality 
authorities. 

Glause  (3)  of  Section  5 of  this  act  is  concerned  with  the  obhgations 
of  Pennsylvania  governmental  organizations,  which  shall  be  au- 
thorized investments.  The  present  law  as  it  relates  to  obligations  of 
municipality  authorities  makes  those  obligations  authorized  invest- 
ments if  the  obligations  are  not  in  default  and  if  for  a period  of 
five  fiscal  years  next  preceding  the  date  of  acquisition,  the  income  of 
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such  authority  available  for  fixed  charges  has  averaged  not  less  than 
one  and  one-fifth  times  its  average  annual  fixed  charges  of  such 
obligations  over  the  life  of  such  obligations.  i 

Act  No.  606  indicates  that  the  following  obligations  of  municipalityj 
authorities  are  authorized  investments: 

a— Obligations  which  are  not  in  default  and  if  the  project  for  which 
the  obligations  are  issued  is  under  lease  to  a school  district  or 
school  districts. 

b— If  the  obligations  are  not  in  default  and  if  the  project  for  which 
the  obligations  were  issued  is  under  lease  to  a municipality  or 
municipalities,  or  subject  to  a service  contract  with  a municipality^ 
or  municipalities  whereby  the  authority  wiU  receive  lease  rentals) 
or  service  charges  available  for  fixed  charges  on  the  obligations 
which  will  average  not  less  than  one  and  one-fifth  times  the 
average  amiual  fixed  charges  of  such  obligations  over  the  life 
thereof.  Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  29,  1956.  1 

i 

HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN  PROGRAM  . 

See  County  Board  of  School  Directors,  Act  No.  673  1 

Act  No.  429  (House  Bill  No.  1641) 

This  act  amends  Sections  901,  925,  1371,  2509.1  and  rewrites  Section 
1372  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  and  repeals  Section 
1372.1  which  was  added  January  14,  1952,  P.L.  1925,  by  changing 
the  provisions  of  the  law  regulating  education  and  training  of  handi- 
capped children. 

The  duties  and  powers  of  the  county  board  of  school  directors 
relative  to  handicapped  children  are  clearly  defined.  The  county 
board  of  school  directors  cooperatively  with  other  county  boards 
of  school  directors  and  with  boards  of  directors  of  districts  of  the 
second,  third,  and  fourth  class  shall  prepare  plans  for  the  education 
and  training  of  the  physically  and  mentally  handicapped  children  in 
accordance  with  a plan  approved  by  the  State  Council  of  Education 
and  shall  maintain,  administer,  supervise,  and  operate  schools  and 
classes  for  handicapped  children  in  accordance  therewith.  The  sec- 
retary of  each  local  school  district  is  required  to  report  to  the  county 
board  of  school  directors  prior  to  October  15  of  each  school  year, 
every  child  of  compulsory  school  age  within  said  district,  who  because  ] 
of  apparent  exceptional  physical  or  mental  condition  is  not  being 
properly  educated  or  trained. 
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The  county  or  district  superintendent  of  schools  shall  submit  plans 
:or  establishing  and  maintaining  by  the  district  of  classes  or  schools 
ior  the  proper  education  of  the  handicapped  children  in  the  manner 
' provided  in  the  approved  county  plan.  When  educational  facilities 
for  the  handicapped  are  not  provided  by  the  local  district,  the  county 
board  of  school  directors  is  required  to  provide  and  maintain  such 
classes  or  schools  in  accordance  with  the  approved  plan  for  the  county. 
The  district  of  residence  will  be  charged  for  each  pupil  enrolled  in 
a class  operated  by  the  county  board  the  elementary  or  secondary 
luition  rate  of  said  district.  Where  in  the  judgment  of  the  State  Super- 
intendent of  Public  Instruction  the  provisions  of  this  Act  are  not  being 
properly  administered,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  is  au- 
thorized to  establish  educational  services.  The  district  of  residence 
shall  pay  to  the  Commonwealth  a sum  equal  to  the  tuition  charge 
per  pupil  plus  a sum  equal  to  ten  percentum  of  such  tuition  charges. 
The  above  charges  shall  be  withheld  from  any  moneys  due  the 
district  of  residence  out  of  any  State  appropriation  excepting  money 
due  on  account  of  rentals  as  provided  in  Section  2511.1  of  the  School 
Code. 

Pupils  enrolled  in  classes  operated  by  the  county  board  of  school 
directors  or  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  shall  be  credited 
to  the  school  district  of  residence.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  March 
29,  1956. 

INTERMEDIATE  ADMINISTRATIVE  UNIT 

Act  No.  650  (Senate  Bill  No.  992) 

This  act  provides  ways  and  means  of  reorganizing  counties  as  pres- 
ently organized  for  educational  purposes  into  stronger  intermediate 
units  of  administration. 

The  act  requires  the  State  Council  of  Education  to: 

1—  Prescribe  and  adopt  standards  and  regulations  for  intermediate 
units  of  school  administration. 

2—  Prepare  a State-wide  plan  for  the  reorganization  of  counties  or 
parts  thereof  into  intermediate  units  in  accordance  with  the 
adopted  standards. 

3—  Submit  the  State-wide  plan  for  reorganization  together  ^vith  drafts 
of  legislation  necessary  to  put  the  plan  into  effect  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  to  the  Joint  State  Government  Commission  by  Decem- 
ber 1,  1956. 

The  Governor  shall  review  the  State-wide  plan  for  reorganization 
and  drafts  of  necessary  legislation  and  transmit  the  same  to  the  General 
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Assembly  together  with  his  comments,  not  later  than  March  1,  1957. 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956. 

jOSNT  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS 

See  Auditors,  Act  No.  108 

See  Board  of  School  Directors,  Act  No.  330 

Act  No.  110  (House  Bill  No.  382)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1705  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949,; 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  superintendent,  the  treasurer,  and  budgets  ofi 
joint  school  boards.  The  act  provides  that  in  connection  with  the^ 
required  annual  meeting  or  meetings  of  the  joint  board,  the  presiding  jj 
officer  and  secretary  of  the  joint  session  shall  be  the  president  andi 
secretary  of  the  joint  board  or  joint  school  committee.  Approved  by' 
the  Governor,  August  2,  1955. 

' 

Act  No.  113  (House  Bill  No.  291)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1705  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949,. 

• 

P.L.  30,  relating  to  matters  pertaining  to  the  superintendent,  thei; 
treasurer,  and  the  budget  of  a joint  school  system.  The  act  corrects 
a defect  in  the  present  law  by  specifying  that  the  treasurer  of  a joint 
school  board  shall  be  elected  for  a one-year  term  beginning  on  the  j 
first  Monday  of  July  following  his  election.  Approved  by  the  Gov- \ 
ernor,  August  3, 1955. 

Act  No.  114  (House  Bill  No.  292)* 

This  act  further  amends  Section  1707  of  the  Pubhc  School  Code  of 
1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  joint  school  committee.  This  section  of  1 
the  Code  is  amended  by  providing  that  the  vice-president  of  the  joint 
board  as  well  as  the  president  and  secretary  shall  be  elected  in  De- 
cember of  each  year.  The  amendment  also  provides  that  the  secretary  ■ 
so  elected  shall  serve  for  a term  of  four  years.  Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, August  3,  1955.  , 

Act  No.  115  (House  Bill  No.  339)*  ’ 

This  act  further  amends  Section  1707  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  i 
1949,  P.L.  30,  by  providing  for  joint  establishment  and  management  ' 
of  vocational  or  technical  schools. 

The  act  amends  the  presently  established  use  of  the  joint  school 
committee  as  provided  in  Section  1707  by  providing  that  when  boards 
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of  school  directors  of  joint  boards  join  with  other  boards  of  school 
directors  to  operate  a vocational  or  technical  school,  the  joint  com- 
mittee may  be  formed  as  they  may  mutually  agree,  providing  that 
ieach  joint  school  board  has  at  least  one  member  on  the  joint  school 
committee.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  August  3,  1955. 

PENNSYLVANIA  FAIR  EMPLOYMENT  PRACTICE  ACT 

Act  No.  222  (House  Bill  No.  229) 

This  act  prohibits  certain  practices  of  discrimination  because  of  race, 
color,  rehgious  creed,  aneestry,  age,  or  national  origin,  by  employers, 
.employment  agencies,  labor  organizations,  and  others  defined  by  the 
act. 

The  act  places  in  the  Department  of  Labor  and  Industry  a Penn- 
sylvania Fair  Employment  Practice  Commission  which  will  carry  the 
major  responsibility  in  connection  with  the  administration  of  this  act. 
Section  8 of  the  act,  dealing  with  the  educational  program,  places 
responsibility  upon  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Pennsylvania  Fair  Employment  Practice  Commission, 
to  prepare  a comprehensive  educational  program  designed  for  the 
students  of  the  schools  in  this  Commonwealth  and  for  all  other  resi- 
dents thereof  in  order  to  eliminate  prejudice  against  the  groups  speci- 
fied in  the  act.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  October  27,  1955. 

Act  No.  428  (Senate  Bill  No.  813) 

This  act  amends  Act  No.  222  of  the  1955  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly  known  as  the  “Pennsylvania  Fair  Employment  Practice  Act.” 

Section  7(c)  now  provides  that  the  Commission  must  have  approval 
of  the  Attorney  General  before  appointing  such  attorneys  as  are 
deemed  necessary. 

Section  5 (a),  unless  there  is  a bona  fide  occupational  qualification 
or  applicable  security  regulations  existing  for  the  United  States  or 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  prohibits  barring  or  discharging 
from  employment  because  of  race,  color,  creed,  ancestry,  age,  or  na- 
tional origin.  The  present  act  amends  the  original  aet  so  that  it. 
Section  5 (a),  will  not  apply  because  of  termination  of  employment 
under  the  terms  and  conditions  of  a bona  fide  retirement,  pension  plan, 
or  employe  insurance  plan.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28 
1956. 
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PROFESSSONAL  EMPLOYES 

Act  No.  112  (House  Bill  No.  937)*^ 


This  act  amends  Section  1166  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  by  changing  the  time  at  which  a sabbatical  leave  may  be 
granted,  because  of  illness  of  the  employe. 

Under  the  former  law,  sabbatical  leaves  for  restoration  of  health, 
study,  travel,  or  other  purposes  meeting  with  the  discretionary  ap- 
proval of  the  board,  are  grantable  only  at  the  beginning  of  the  school 
term  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  semester.  However,  under  the 
amendment,  sabbatical  leaves  requested  by  reason  of  illness  of  the 
employe,  may  now  be  granted  at  any  time  during  the  school  year, 
for  an  equivalent  period  of  a half  or  full  school  term,  or  for  two  half 
school  terms  during  a period  of  two  years.  Approved  by  the  Governor, 
August  2,  1955. 


Act  No.  119  (Senate  Bill  No.  174) 

See  Scotland  School  For  Veterans’  Children,  Act  No.  249 

This  act  establishes  minimum  compensations  and  increments  for 
professional  members  of  the  faculty  of  the  Scotland  School  for  Veterans’ 
Children. 

The  act' declares  that  salaries  of  administrators  and  members  of  the 
faculty  of  the  Scotland  School  for  Veterans’  Children  shall  be  paid 
the  minimum  salaries  set  forth  in  various  subsections  of  the  act.  It 
further  provides  that  salaries  may  be  paid  beyond  the  minimums 
established  and  salaries  of  administrative  members  of  the  staff  may 
be  paid  on  a twelve-month  basis.  The  act  provides  that  no  decrease 
in  the  salary  of  any  member  shall  be  made  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act. 

The  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction,  under  the  act,  is  vested 
with  sole  authority  in  interpreting  the  provisions  of  the  act  pertaining 
to  the  classifications  of  employes,  and  that  classifications,  salary  sched- 
ules; and  qualifications  of  employes  must  be  approved  by  the  board 
of  trustees  and  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction.  Approved 
by  the  Governor,  August  5,  1955. 
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Act  No.  120  (House  Bill  No.  504)* 

This  act  further  amends  Section  1154  of  the  Public  School  Code  of 
1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  payment  of  teachers’  salaries  in  cases 
! of  sickness,  injury,  or  death. 

Subsection  ( a ) of  the  section  is  amended  so  as  to  include  “accidental 
injury”  in  the  provisions  relating  to  payment  of  teachers’  salaries  in 
to  cases  of  sickness  or  death.  The  amending  specifies  that  no  salary  shall 
I be  paid  for  accidental  injury  if  such  is  incurred  while  the  employe  is 
engaged  in  remunerative  work  unrelated  to  school  duties. 

This  subsection  is  further  amended  so  as  to  substitute  the  verb 
“may”  in  place  of  “shall”  in  the  provision  relative  to  requiring  the 
submission  of  a physician’s  certificate  as  proof  of  inability  to  perform 
duties.  Approved  hy  the  Governor,  August  9,  1955. 

Act  No.  126  (House  Bill  No.  1301)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1186  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  teachers’  institutes.  The  act  provides  that  a county- 
, wide  program  of  in-service  education  may  be  substituted  for  the 
traditional  teachers’  institute.  The  act  further  provides  that  the  pro- 
gram shall  be  planned  by  the  county  council  of  school  administrators 
consisting  of  all  supervising  principals  and  superintendents  in  the 
county  in  conjunction  with  the  staff  of  the  oflBce  of  county  superin- 
tendent. Approved  by  the  Governor,  August  9,  1955. 

Act  No.  403  (House  Bill  No.  1932) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  July  12,  1935,  P.L.  677,  which  for  con- 
venience has  been  printed  as  Section  3301  of  the  School  Laws,  by 
making  the  fifteen  days  of  leave  with  pay  available  to  members  of 
the  Marine  Corps  or  Air  Force,  in  addition  to  the  Army  or  Navy,  as 
formerly  provided.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  19,  1956. 

Act  No.  413  (House  Bill  No.  1174)* 

This  act  amends  Sections  1176  and  1177  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949,  P.L.  30,  concerning  the  matter  of  military  leave. 

Under  an  opinion  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  military  leaves  could 
no  longer  be  granted  after  February  1,  1955,  either  for  those  who 
volunteered  or  were  drafted  into  service.  Under  the  amendment 
an  employe  who  has  served  any  time  at  all  in  the  school  district, 
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and  who  is  inducted  into  military  service,  is  automatically  to  be  granted 
a military  leave,  regardless  of  a state  of  war  or  national  emergency,  j 
This  amendment  is  made  retroactive  for  persons  who  were  inducted  | 
on  or  after  February  1,  1955.  i ‘ 

The  amendment  to  Section  1177  of  the  School  Code  deals  with  the 
reinstatement  of  such  employes  to  their  former  employment.  Ap- 1 
proved  by  the  Governor,  March  20,  1956. 

Act  No.  485  (Senate  Bill  No.  333)  ' 

! ■ 

This  bill  amends  the  Act  of  January  18, 1952,  P.L.  2111,  by  increasing  j * 
the  minimum  compensation  and  increments  for  administrators  and  j 
members  of  the  faculty  of  the  State  Teachers  Colleges.  Approved  by  i ^ 
the  Governor,  April  13,  1956.  jj 

Act  No.  656  (House  Bill  No.  583)* 

This  act  amends  Sections  1066,  1075,  and  1142  of  the  Pubhc  School ' 
Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30. 

The  act  prescribes  minimum  salaries  for  county  superintendents, 
assistant  county  superintendents,  county  supervisors  of  special  edu- 
cation, district  superintendents,  associate  superintendents.  It  also  i 
prescribes  minimum  salaries  and  increments  for  teachers,  supervisors, 
directors  and  coordinators  of  vocational  education,  principals,  and ! 
supervising  principals. 

Minimum  salaries  for  county  superintendents  are  increased  by  $1,000 
for  each  of  the  categories  presently  enumerated  in  the  School  Code. 
The  new  minimums  are  $9,000,  $10,000,  and  $11,000.  Minimum  salaries  i 

I 

for  assistant  county  superintendents  are  increased  from  $7,500  to  $8,500  1 
and  for  county  supervisors  of  special  education  from  $7,000  to  $8,000. 
Minimum  salaries  for  district  superintendents  and  for  associate  super- 
intendents are  increased  from  $8,000  to  $9,000,  $9,000  to  $10,000  and  | 
$10,000  to  $11,000  for  the  three  classifications  of  district  and  associate  ' 
superintendents. 

The  minimum  salary  base  for  all  teachers  is  increased  to  $3,000  for  i 
1956-57,  $3,200  for  1957-58,  $3,400  for  1958-59  and  $3,600  for  1959-60.  ' 
The  act  further  provides  that  teachers  holding  a standard  certificate 
shall  receive  a minimum  of  7 annual  service  increments  of  $200  each, 
teachers  holding  a college  certificate  shall  receive  9 such  increments, 
and  teachers  holding  a master’s  degree  are  to  receive  11  such  incre- 
ments. The  act  also  provides  that  the  maximum  mandated  annual 
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salary  for  each  of  the  three  classes  herein  mentioned  shall  be  $5,000, 
$5,400,  and  $5,800,  respectively. 

Minimum  salaries  of  teachers  of  classes  approved  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Pubhc  Instruction  for  physically  and  mentally  handicapped 
pupils  are  fixed  at  $3,200  for  1956-57,  $3,400  for  1957-58,  $3,600  for 
1958-59,  and  $3,800  for  1959-60.  The  annual  service  increment  is 
$200  and  the  minimum  number  of  such  increments  is  7,  9,  and  11 
for  teachers  holding  standard  certificates,  college  certificates  and 
master’s  degrees,  respectively.  The  maximum  mandated  salary  for 
each  of  the  groups  is  $5,200,  $5,600,  and  $6,000,  respectively. 

Minimum  salaries  for  supervisors,  directors  and  coordinators  of 
vocational  education,  and  psychologists  holding  a standard  or  college 
certificate,  and  for  vocational  teachers  holding  a standard  or  college 
certificate  who  are  employed  for  the  entire  calendar  year  are  fixed 
at  $4,000  for  1956-57,  $4,200  for  1957-58,  $4,400  for  1958-59, -and 
I $4,600  for  1959-60.  The  professional  and  temporary  professional  em- 
ployes enumerated  in  this  paragraph,  except  vocational  teachers,  are 
entitled  to  receive  7 annual  service  increments  of  $200  each.  The 
maximum  mandated  annual  salary  for  these  employes  is  $6,000.  Such 
employes  holding  a master’s  degree  are  entitled  to  2 additional  annual 
service  increments  of  $200  each.  Their  maximum  mandated  annual 
salary  is  $6,400.  Vocational  teachers  as  defined  above  are  entitled 
to  receive  9 annual  service  increments  of  $200  each.  Such  teachers 
who  hold  a master’s  degree  are  entitled  to  2 additional  service  in- 
crements of  $200  each.  The  maximum  mandated  salary  for  vocational 
teachers  who  are  employed  for  the  entire  calendar  year  and  who  hold 
a master’s  degree  is  $6,800. 

Minimum  salaries  for  principals  and  supervising  principals  are  based 
on  the  number  of  teachers  under  their  supervision.  The  number  of 
classifications  remains  unchanged.  The  act  provides  for  4 annual 
service  increments  of  $400  each  for  principals  who  hold  a standard 
or  a college  certificate  and  who  devote  one-half  or  more  of  their  time 
to  supervision  and  administration.  Principals  holding  a master’s  degree 
shall  receive  2 additional  increments  of  $200  each.  For  supervising 
principals  who  hold  a standard  or  a college  certificate,  the  act  provides 
for  4 annual  service  increments  of  $500  each.  Like  the  principals, 
supervising  principals  who  hold  a master’s  degree  shall  also  receive 
two  additional  service  increments  of  $200  each.  The  minimum  and 
maximum  salaries  provided  for  in  the  act  for  principals  and  super- 
vising principals  are  as  follows: 
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MINIMUM 

SALARIES 

MAXIMUM  SALARY 

1956-57 

1957-58 

1958-59 

1959-60 

Without 

Masters 

Degree 

With 

Masters 

Degree 

Principals 
Less  than 
20  teachers  . 

$4,000 

$4,200 

$4,400 

$4,600 

$6,200 

$6,600 

20-39 
teachers  . 

4,400 

4,600 

4,800 

5,000 

6,600 

7,000 

40-59 

teachers  . . 

4,800 

5,000 

5,200 

5,400 

7,000 

7,400 

60-79 

teachers  . . , 

5,200 

5,400 

5,600 

5,800 

7,400 

7,800 

80  or  more 
teachers  . . . 

5,600 

5,800 

6,000 

6,200 

7,800 

8,200 

Supervising  Principals 
Less  than 

20  teachers  . 4,400 

4,600 

4,800 

5,000 

7,000 

7,400 

20-39 

teachers  . . . 

4,800 

5,000 

5,200 

5,400 

7,400 

7,800 

40-59 

teachers  . . 

5,200 

5,400 

5,600 

5,800 

7,800 

8,200 

60-79 

teachers  . . . 

5,600 

5,800 

6,000 

6,200 

8,200 

8,600 

80  or  more 
teachers  . . . 

6,000 

6,200 

6,400 

6,600 

8,600 

9,000 

For  the  school  year  1956-57  professional  employes  and  temporary 
professional  employes  who  have  satisfactory  ratings  shall  receive  an  i 
increase  over  their  previous  year’s  salary  of  $200  in  addition  to  such  ( 
increments  as  may  have  been  earned  by  them  during  the  preceding  i 
year.  For  each  of  the  school  years  1957-58  and  1958-59  such  employes  i' 
shall  receive  an  increase  of  $100  plus  whatever  other  increments  they  | 
may  ha\e  earned  during  the  year  immediately  previous.  ! 

Boards  of  school  directors  are  authorized  to  make  such  revisions  li 
in  their  1956-57  budgets  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  salary  pay-  ; 
ments  provided  for  in  this  act.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  , 
1956. 
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PUBLIC  RECREATION  PLACES 

Act  No.  39  (House  Bill  No.  427) 

This  act  provides  for  acquisition,  maintenance  and  operation  of 
public  recreation  places  by  incorporated  towns;  provides  for  a refei- 
endum  and  authority  to  levy  taxes  for  such  purposes. 

Incorporated  towns  are  authorized  to  provide  recreation  places  and 
may  do  so  by  acquiring  property  within  the  town  or  adjacent  town- 
ships or  by  setting  apart  lands  owned  by  the  town. 

Expenditures  for  recreation  places  may  not  exceed  one  and  one-half 
mills  on  the  total  assessed  valuation  for  taxing  purposes  over  any 
period  of  three  years  without  consent  of  a majority  of  the  electors. 
Procedures  for  such  selections,  for  acquisition  of  property,  and  for 
planning  of  parks  and  playgrounds  are  authorized.  Authority  is  granted 
the  town  council  to  designate  a recreation  board  to  supervise  and 
maintain  the  recreation  places.  The  membership,  terms  of  office,  and 
organization  of  the  recreation  board  are  specified. 

Provision  for  joint  purchase  and  operation  with  other  municipalities 
is  provided  for  and  the  town  is  authorized  to  lease  the  facilities  to 
a school  board  or  school  athletic  association.  Approved  hij  the  Gov- 
ernor, June  2,  1955. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOL  EMPLOYES’  RETIREMENT  SYSTEM 

Act  No.  227  (Senate  Bill  No.  837) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement 
Law  of  July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043,  by  increasing  the  amount  of  retirement 
or  compensation  payments  to  persons  now  retired  receiving  survivors’ 
annuities  or  State  compensation  under  the  Public  School  Employes’ 
Retirement  System,  in  conformity  with  provisions  of  the  amendment 
of  Section  11  of  Article  III  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  and  harmonizing  the  provisions  of  past  amendments. 

The  act  simply  permits  the  Retirement  Board  to  continue  the  pay- 
ments of  increased  allowance  to  retired  members  granted  in  accordance 
with  legislation  enacted  into  law  in  1949.  Approved  by  the  Governor, 
December  6,  1955. 

Act  No.  273  (Senate  Bill  No.  179) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  April  2.5,  1929,  P.L.  723,  by  further 
broadening  the  investment  powers  of  the  Public  School  Employes’ 
Retirement  Board  by  permitting  the  investment  of  Public  School  Em- 
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ployes’  Retirement  Funds,  under  certain  conditions,  in  bonds,  notes, 
and  other  obligations  of  the  International  Bank  for  Construction  and 
Development.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  December  22,  1955. 

Act  No.  362  (House  Bill  No.  1795) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  April  25,  1929,  P.L.  723,  by  permitting 
the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Board  to  invest  funds  in 
mortgages  or  bonds  of  individuals  or  corporations  secured  by  insurance 
of  the  Veterans’  Administration  and  the  Federal  Housing  Administra- 
tion. Previous  to  the  enactment  of  this  law,  the  Retirement  Board 
was  permitted  to  invest  in  Veterans’  Administration  VA  and  FHA 
guaranteed  mortgages  on  Pennsylvania  real  estate  only.  Approved  by 
the  Governor,  February  28,  1956. 

Act  No.  527  (House  BiU  No.  895) 

This  act  amends  Section  8 of  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retire- 
ment Law  approved  July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043— Section  3328  of  the 
School  Laws— by  permitting  the  transfer  of  disability  annuitants  in  the 
1/160  class  who  returned  to  public  school  service  to  membership  in 
the  1/140  class.  Such  member  restored  to  school  service  shall  be  re- 
quired to  contribute  at  a percentum  rate  of  his  earnable  salary  as  of 
the  age  attained  at  the  nearest  birthday  at  the  date  of  his  transfer  in 
membership. 

Heretofore,  disability  annuitants  in  the  1/160  class  were  required,  if 
they  were  restored  to  public  school  service,  to  continue  membership 
in  the  Retirement  System  as  members  of  the  1/160  class.  Approved 
by  the  Governor,  May  15,  1956. 

Act  No.  538  (House  Bill  No.  881) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Law  ap- 
proved July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043,  by  permitting  former  contributing 
members  of  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  System  who  have 
become  members  of  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  System  to  restore 
their  membership  in  the  School  Employes’  Retirement  System  by  re- 
paying to  the  Retirement  Board  the  full  amount  of  their  accumulations 
at  the  time  of  leaving  school  service  or  any  amount  that  may  have 
been  withdrawn  and  request  the  transfer  of  such  accumulated  deduc- 
tions and  the  amounts  credited  to  the  Contingent  and  State  Annuity 
Reserves  in  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  System  to  the 
State  Employes’  Retirement  System.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May 
17,  1956. 
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Act  No.  539  (House  Bill  No.  882) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  School  Employes  Retirement  Law  ap- 
proved July  18,  1917,  P.L.  30,  giving  the  right  under  certain  conditions 
for  contributors  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  School  Employes 
Retirement  System  to  obtain  credit  in  the  Public  School  Employes 
Retirement  System  for  service  previously  credited  under  the  State 
Employes’  Retirement  System.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17, 
1956. 

Act  No.  540  (House  Bill  No.  883) 

This  act  amends  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Law  approved 
June  27,  1923,  P.L.  858,  by  permitting  any  person  who  had  been  a 
contributor  under  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  System  and  ceased 
to  be  a State  employe  and  had  become  a public  school  employe  and 
a member  of  the  PubHc  School  Employes’  Retirement  System  to  restore 
his  membership  in  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  System  by  repaying 
to  the  Retirement  Board  the  full  amount  of  the  accumulated  deductions 
as  they  stood  at  the  time  of  leaving  service  or  any  part  thereof  he 
may  have  withdrawn  and  pennits  the  transfer  of  such  funds,  including 
a sum  equal  to  all  Contingent  and  State  Annuity  Reserves,  in  the  State 
Employes’  Retirement  System  to  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retire- 
ment System.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  17,  1956. 

Act  No.  543  (House  Bill  No.  503) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Law  ap- 
proved July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043,  by  adding  after  Section  15  a new 
section.  Section  15.1— after  Section  (3336)  of  the  School  Laws— pro- 
viding an  optional  benefit  to  the  beneficiary  of  any  contributor  who 
dies  after  25  years  of  service  while  eligible  for  a withdrawal  allowance 
or  while  eligible  for  a superannuation  retirement  allowance.  This  act 
provides  automatic  coverage  for  members  who  die  in  service,  if  eligible 
for  a withdrawal  allowance  or  a superannuation  retirement  allowance. 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  18,  1956. 

Act-  No.  649  (House  Bill  No.  2055) 

This  act  amends  Section  9 of  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement 
Law  of  July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043-Section  (3329)  of  the  School  Laws- 
by  requiring  the  Commonwealth  to  contribute  as  the  employer  the 
total  appropriations  required  from  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
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tion,  State  Teachers  Colleges,  Thaddeus  Stevens  Trade  School,  Penn- 
sylvania State  Oral  School  for  the  Deaf,  Scotland  School  for  Veterans 
Children,  and  The  Pennsylvania  State  University.  This  act  provides 
that  the  Commonwealth  instead  of  providing  one-half  of  the  con- 
tributions, shall  provide  the  entire  contribution  as  an  employer  for 
the  educational  units  mentioned  above.  This  act  becomes  effective 
July  1,  1957.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956. 

Act  No.  660  (Senate  Bill  No.  893) 

This  act  amends  the  PubUe  School  Employes’  Retirement  Law  of 
July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043,  by  providing  certain  changes  in  the  rates 
of  benefit  payable  after  age  65  and  in  the  contributions  payable  by 
members  should  the  membership  of  the  Public  School  Employes’  Re- 
tirement System  be  covered  under  Social  Security.  The  provisions 
cannot  become  effective  unless  a plan  is  presented  to  the  membership 
for  referendum  and  the  majority  of  the  eligible  members  of  the 
System  vote  favorably  to  the  proposed  Social  Security  coverage.  Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956. 

Act  No.  662  (Senate  Bill  No.  896) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  January  5,  1952,  P.L.  1833,  which  pro- 
vides for  the  coverage  of  certain  officers  and  employes  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  its  political  subdivisions  under  Social  Security.  The  purpose 
of  the  bill  is  to  bring  the  act  in  line  with  the  controlling  provisions 
included  in  the  present  Social  Security  Law,  particularly  with  reference 
to  the  possible  coverage  of  members  of  existing  retirement  systems. 
Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  a referendum  will  be  held  unless 
within  60  days  of  the  issuance  of  official  information  concerning  this 
Act  by  the  State  agency,  the  governing  bodies  of  at  least  40%  of  the 
total  number  of  school  districts  should  notify  the  State  agency  on  a 
form  to  be  supplied  by  it  that  they  do  not  desire  a referendum  to  be 
held.  With  respect  to  employes  of  school  districts  or  vocational  school 
districts  or  joint  school  systems,  a referendum  for  the  eligible  member- 
ship of  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  System  will  be  author- 
ized by  the  Governor  unless  within  60  days  the  governing  bodies  of  at 
least  40%  of  the  total  number  of  school  districts  and  vocational  school 
districts  notify  the  State  agency  on  a form  to  be  supplied  by  it  that 
they  do  not  desire  a referendum  to  be  held.  If  a referendum  is  held, 
the  notice  of  referendum  required  to  be  given  to  employes  shall  con- 
tain or  be  accompanied  by  a statement  in  form  and  detail  sufficient 
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to  inform  the  employes  of  the  rights  which  will  accrue  to  them  and 
their  dependents  and  survivors  and  the  liabilities  to  which  they  will 
be  subject  if  their  services  are  included  under  a Social  Security  agree- 
ment. Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956. 

Act  No.  664  (House  Bill  No.  505) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Law  of 
July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043-Section  (3321)  of  the  School  Laws-by 
changing  the  basis  for  determination  of  the  Final  Salary  to  the  highest 
average  annual  salary  earnable  as  an  employe  during  any  five  years 
of  service  preceding  retirement.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1, 
1956. 

Act  No.  665  (House  Bill  No.  890) 

This  act  amends  Subsection  2 of  Section  12  of  the  Public  School 
Employes’  Retirement  Law  of  July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043— Section  (3332) 
of  the  School  Laws-by  further  providing  for  return  to  service  with 
full  retirement  rights. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  the  Public  School  Employes’  Re- 
tirement System  will  be  permanently  opened  and  any  employe  regard- 
less of  period  of  absence  may  return  and  reestabhsh  his  past  credited 
service  at  superannuation  retirement  provided  that  the  member  shall 
have  rendered  not  less  than  15  years  of  credited  years  of  service,  restore 
to  the  Retirement  Fund  the  amount  previously  withdrawn  within  3 
years  after  his  return  to  service  or  within  3 years  after  the  effective 
date  of  this  act  and  shall  have  rendered  not  less  than  3 years  of 
service  immediately  prior  to  retirement.  Approved  by  the  Governor, 
June  1,  1956. 

Act  No.  666  (House  Bill  No.  1130) 

This  act  amends  Subsection  6.2  of  Section  8 of  the  Public  School 
Employes’  Retirement  Law  of  July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043— Section  (3328) 
of  the  School  Laws-by  extending  from  June  30,  1953  to  June  30,  1958, 
the  limiting  date  before  which  employes  who  desire  credit  for  school 
service  rendered  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  amendment  to  make  up 
back  payments.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956. 

Act  No.  667  (House  Bill  No.  653) 

This  act  amends  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  Law  of 
July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043,  to  provide  additional  annuities  equal  to  $5.00 
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per  year  for  each  year  of  credited  service  to  any  contributor  who  retired 
on  account  of  disabihty  or  superannuation  retirement  prior  to  May  1, 
1951.  This  act  shall  take  effect  September  1,  1956. 

The  amending  provision  is  contained  in  a new  paragraph  added  at 
the  end  of  both  Sections  (3334)  and  (3335)  of  the  School  Laws. 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956. 

Act  No.  672  (House  Bill  No.  1253) 

This  act  amends  Subsection  6 of  Section  8 of  the  Public  School 
Employes’  Retirement  Law  of  July  18,  1917,  P.L.  1043— Subsection  6 
of  Section  (3328)  of  the  School  Laws— by  permitting  until  July  1,  1957, 
a member  who  has  remained  in  the  1/160  class  to  transfer  to  the 
1/140  class  by  paying  at  the  rate  corresponding  to  his  attained  age 
as  of  July  1,  1950,  and  making  up  in  a lump  sum  payment  at  the  time 
of  transfer,  the  additional  contributions  which  would  have  been  made 
from  July  1,  1950,  to  date  of  transfer.  Approved  by  the  Governor, 
June  1,  1956. 

Act  No.  674  (House  Bill  No.  880) 

This  act  amends  the  State  Employes’  Retirement  Law  approved 
June  27,  1923,  P.L.  858,  by  permitting  members  of  the  State  Employes’ 
Retirement  System,  under  certain  conditions,  to  obtain  credit  for  serv- 
ice previously  credited  under  the  Public  School  Employes’  Retirement 
System.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956. 

Resolution  No.  1 (House  Bill  No.  1255) 

This  resolution  proposed  an  amendment  to  Section  11,  Article  HI 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  by  pro- 
viding that  the  Legislature  may  authorize  increases  in  retirement 
allowances  or  pensions  of  employes  who  are  members  of  a retirement 
or  pension  system  now  or  hereafter  enacted  by  the  Commonwealth, 
its  political  subdivisions,  agencies,  or  instrumentalities. 

This  proposal,  as  permitted  by  this  resolution,  was  favorably  voted 
upon  by  the  electorate  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  general  election  of 
November  8,  1955,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania  was  amended  accordingly.  Filed  in  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

26 


1 


PUPILS  AND  ATTENDANCE 

Act  No.  151  (House  Bill  No.  622)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1306  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  by  providing  for  school  attendance  of  children  in  children’s 
institutions. 

The  act  provides  that  when  a home  or  institution  for  children  is 
located  in  more  than  one  school  district,  either  district  may  provide 
the  educational  facilities.  If  it  is  impossible  for  the  local  school  district 
or  districts  in  which  the  home  is  located  to  provide  school  facilities 
within  that  administrative  organization,  further  provision  is  made  in 
the  law  in  order  that  educational  facilities  will  be  made  available 
elsewhere.  The  district  or  districts  in  which  the  home  is  located 
shall  notify  the  Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  not  later  than 
July  1 relative  to  whether  school  facilities  can  be  provided  for  these 
children  during  the  next  school  term.  If  the  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction  finds  that  neither  the  school  district  nor  the  joint  school 
board  can  provide  facilities  for  such  children  during  the  ensuing  term, 
he  shall  direct  the  district  or  the  joint  board  to  enter  into  agreement 
with  another  school  district  or  joint  school  board  to  accept  the  chil- 
dren on  a tuition  basis.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  September  7, 1955. 

Act  No.  337  (House  Bill  No.  623)* 

This  act  further  amends  subsection  (c)  of  Section  2503  of  the 
Public  School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  payment  by  the  Com- 
monwealth of  tuition  for  nonresident  children  placed  in  a private 
home  or  in  an  orphanage. 

The  act  amends  the  present  law  by  requiring  the  Commonwealth  to 
pay  the  tuition  of  nonresident  pupils  placed  in  a home  or  an  orphanage 
(Section  1306)  as  is  now  the  case  with  nonresident  children  placed  in 
a private  home  (Section  1305).  Approved  by  the  Governor,  February 
17,  1956. 

Act  No.  342  (House  Bill  No.  1566)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1305  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  by  deleting  paragraph  2 of  the  section  which  permitted  school 
districts  to  refuse  to  admit  to  its  schools  nonresident  children  placed  in 
the  home  of  a resident  by  the  Court  or  by  a child  placing  agency,  when 
admittance  to  the  district’s  schools  would  involve  additional  transpor- 
tation, classrooms,  or  teachers  at  a cost  greater  than  the  reimbursement 
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paid  by  the  Commonwealth.  Since  the  Commonwealth  assumes  its 
share  of  the  cost  of  transportation  for  these  nonresident  children,  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  paragraph  2 of  the  section  was  deleted. 
As  in  the  past,  however,  any  resident  of  a school  district  before  accept- 
ing such  nonresident  children  must  secure  from  the  school  district 
a statement  in  writing  indicating  that  the  nonresident  child  or  chil- 
dren can  be  accepted  in  the  schools  of  that  district.  Approved  by  the 
Governor,  February  17,  1956. 

REORGANIZATION  PLAN  No.  2 

This  plan  transfers  the  administration  of  the  Solicitation  Act  from 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  to  the  Department  of  State. 
Filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 

REORGANIZATION  PLAN  No.  8 

This  plan  transfers  the  Division  of  Surplus  Property  Disposal  from 
the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  to  the  Department  of  Property 
and  Supplies.  Filed  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

SCHOOL  BUILDINGS 

Act  No.  175  (House  Bill  No.  1355)* 

This  act  amends  Section  731  of  the  Pubhc  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  exceptions  to  approval  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  of  plans  and  specifications  for  repairs  to  buildings 
and  to  amend  Section  751  of  the  Code,  relating  to  conditions  under 
which  bids  need  not  be  taken  for  making  repairs  to  a building. 

The  act  provides  that  no  approval  of  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  is  required  for  ordinary  repairs  not  exceeding  $2,000  in 
second  class  districts  and  $1,500  in  third  and  fourth  class  districts, 
but  not  including  structural  changes  or  work  affecting  the  health 
and  safety  of  the  pupils,  or  any  work  which  comes  under  the  juris- 
diction of  another  department  of  the  Commonwealth.  Previously 
second  class  districts  were  limited  to  $1,000  and  third  and  fourth  class 
districts  to  $500. 

The  act  further  provides  that  no  bids  shall  be  required  up  to  $2,000 
in  any  school  district  in  certain  cases  and  permits  the  secretary  or 
other  authorized  person  to  award  contracts  for  work  not  to  exceed 
$500.  Previously  these  limitations  were  $1,000  and  $300  respectively. 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  September  27,  1955. 
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SCHOOL  BUILDINGS  PROGRAM 

Act  No.  417  (Senate  Bill  No.  215) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30, 
by  repealing  the  last  paragraph  of  Section  790,  added  August  26,  1953, 
P.L.  1471,  and  Section  2511.1  and  by  adding  at  the  end  of  Article  XXV 
a new  subdivision  entitled  “(f)  School  Building  Rentals  and  Sinking 
Fund  Charges”  and  embodying  the  following  new  sections: 

Section  2571,  relating  to  the  computation  of  a standard  reimburse- 
ment fraction  for  school  building  rentals  and  sinking  fund  charges, 
provides  that  the  maximum  subsidy  to  be  used  in  computing  such 
fraction  shall  be  $4,500. 

Section  2572,  relating  to  State  Public  School  Building  Authority 
leases  approved  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  act  ( March  22,  1956 ), 
preserves  for  school  building  projects  covered  by  such  leases  the  bene- 
fits conferred  thereon  by  previous  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  2573,  relating  to  municipality  authority  and  nonprofit  cor- 
poration leases  approved  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  act, 
preserves  for  school  building  projects  covered  by  such  leases  the 
benefits  conferred  thereon  by  previous  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  2574,  relating  to  approved  reimbursable  rental  for  leases 
approved  subsequent  to  the  eflFective  date  of  this  act,  establishes  a 
system  of  rental  reimbursement  based  on  a specified  allowance  per 
pupil  for  the  approved  cost  of  structure,  essential  furnishings  and 
equipment,  and  architect’s  fees  up  to  six  per  cent  of  the  structure 
cost.  For  elementary  school  buildings  the  per  pupil  allowance  is 
$1,100;  for  secondary  school  buildings,  $1,700.  The  cost  of  site  ac- 
quisition is  also  reimbursable  in  such  amount  as  is  deemed  reasonable 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  This  section  also  provides 
that  the  computation  of  an  approved  reimbursable  cost  for  additions 
or  alterations  to  existing  buildings  shall  take  into  consideration  the 
appraisal  value  of  the  building  as  determined  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Instruction  at  the  time  the  project  is  approved. 

Section  2575,  relating  to  payments  of  subsidy  on  account  of  projects 
approved  for  reimbursement  after  March  22,  1956,  sets  up  the  formula 
for  computing  such  payments. 

Section  2576  enumerates  the  conditions  under  which  the  Department 
of  Public  Instruction  may  approve  projects  on  which  State  reimburse- 
ment is  sought.  To  be  reimbursable,  projects  must  be  in  conformance 
with  county-wide  plans  prepared  by  the  county  board  of  school  di- 
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rectors  and  approved  by  the  State  Council  of  Education  for  the  orderly 
development  of  improved  attendance  areas  and  administrative  units. 
(By  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  Act  No.  562,  approved  May  24,  1956, 
school  districts  of  the  first  class,  first  class  A,  and  second  class  are 
exempt  from  this  requirement. ) This  section  also  prohibits  the  ap-  ; 
proval  of  any  project  for  which  reimbursement  is  sought  unless  an  } 
inspection  has  been  made  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  of  i 
the  location  and  adequacy  of  existing  facilities  and  the  determination  | ; 
made  that  existing  facifities  are  inadequate  in  terms  of  prevailing  f j; 
educational  standards.  ?!! 

Section  2577  limits  the  amount  of  school  construction  on  which  the  [ i 
Commonwealth  will  pay  reimbursement  by  increasing  the  ceiling  ^ ^ 
established  by  the  1953  law  to  $625,000,000  for  1955-1956,  $725,000,000  ! 
for  1956-1957,  $825,000,000  for  1957-1958,  and  $925,000,000  for  1958-  j j 
1959.  The  section  also  provides  that  reimbursement  eligibility  of 
projects  shall  be  determined  in  the  order  of  date  of  filing  of  applications  { r 
with  the  Department.  Once  a project  is  approved  for  reimbursement,  1 1 : 
the  school  district  must  award  the  general  construction  contract  for  j l 
that  project  within  a period  of  ten  months;  otherwise,  the  Department  j : 
must  withdraw  the  approval  given  to  the  project.  For  good  cause  the 
Department  may  grant  two  extensions  of  time  of  sixty  days  each.  U; 

Section  2578  provides  that  payments  to  a school  district  shall  be  j ; j 
determined  and  approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction.  | | 
Payments  on  account  of  rentals  or  sinking  fund  charges  made  in  con-  b ! 
nection  with  area  technical  schools  shall  be  made  to  the  county  board  1 i 
of  school  directors  operating  the  school.  |i[ 

Section  2579  requires  that  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  ■ I 
shall  inspect  each  reimbursable  project  during  construction  and  shall  IVi 
compel  compliance  with  approved  plans.  yj 

^ ■ I 

Section  2580  permits  school  districts  to  make  rental  payments  in  f ; 
excess  of  the  amount  specified  in  the  lease  without  loss  of  reimburse-  f ; 
ment  benefits.  The  section  also  provides  for  refinancing  of  bond  issues.  ; j 

The  act  provides  for  an  appropriation  of  $405,000,  or  as  much  thereof  iy| 
as  is  necessary,  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  act.  Approved  by  | y 
the  Governor,  March  22,  1956. 

f. 

Act  No.  562  (Senate  Bill  No.  1065)* 

This  act  amends  Section  2576  (a)  of  the  Public  School  Code  of 
1949,  P.L.  30,  as  amended  by  Act  417,  approved  March  22,  1956,  by  ! 
removing  school  districts  of  the  first  class,  first  class  A,  and  second  { ’ 
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class  which  are  not  part  of  a county-wide  plan,  from  inclusion  in 
county-wide  plans  prepared  by  the  county  board  of  school  directors 
and  approved  by  the  State  Council  of  Education  as  required  by  Act 
417. 

The  act  specifically  provides  that  building  projects  in  school  districts 
of  the  first  class,  first  class  A,  and  second  class  which  are  not  part  of 
a county-wide  plan,  may  be  approved  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  reimbursement  purposes  without  being  in  confonnance 
with  plans  prepared  by  the  county  board  of  school  directors  and 
approved  by  the  State  Council  of  Education.  Approved  btj  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  24,  1956. 

Act  No.  569  (House  Bill  No.  2094) 

This  act  amends  Subsection  (b)  of  Section  2577  of  the  PubHc 
School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  added  March  22,  1956  (Act  417)  so 
as  to  permit  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction  to  give  priority 
in  the  approval  of  building  projects  in  cases  of  emergency. 

The  act  provides  that  in  the  event  of  an  emergency  due  to  fire, 
flood,  or  an  act  of  God  which  causes  undue  hardship  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  applying  school  district,  the  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion may  grant  priority  over  the  eligibility  of  previously  submitted 
projects.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  24,  1956. 

SCHOOL  BUSES 

See  Transportation,  Acts  Nos.  343,  344,  360 

Act  No.  84  (Senate  Bill  No.  311) 

This  act  further  amends  Sections  413  and  510  of  the  Act  of  May  1, 
1929,  P.L.  905,  known  as  “The  Vehicle  Code,”  relating  to  the  registi-a- 
tion  of  school  buses. 

The  act  changes  the  registration  year  for  school  buses  by  providing 
that  registration  for  1955  shall  expire  June  30,  1956.  No  registration 
shall  be  issued  for  the  year  1955  prior  to  July  1,  1955,  unless  the 
application  is  accompanied  by  the  annual  fee  plus  an  additional  fee 
of  1/12  thereof.  Finally,  the  act  provides  that,  commencing  with  the 
registration  year  1956  and  thereafter,  registration  shall  be  issued  from 
July  1 to  June  30.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  Jxdy  7,  1955. 

Act  No.  312  (House  Bill  No.  445) 

This  act  amends  Section  828  of  the  Act  of  May  1,  1929,  P.L.  905, 
knovra  as  “The  Vehicle  Code,”  by  repealing  the  requirement  that 
“school  bus  stop”  signs  be  erected  to  designate  school  bus  loading 
zones. 
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The  act  repeals  Section  1017.1  of  the  Vehicle  Code  and  adds  a 
new  Section  1017.1  which: 

1—  Requires  all  traflBc  to  stop  when  approaching  or  overtaking  a 
school  bus  loading  or  discharging  pupils  on  highways  having 
roadways  not  divided  by  safety  islands  or  physical  traflBc  separa- 
tion installations. 

2—  Requires  traffic  overtaking  a school  bus  loading  or  discharging 
pupils  to  stop  on  highways  having  dual  or  multiple  roadways 
separated  by  safety  islands  or  physical  traffic  separation  installa- 
tions. 

3—  Permits  traffic  approaching  a school  bus  loading  or  discharging 
passengers  to  pass  at  a maximum  speed  of  15  miles  per  hour  on 
highways  having  dual  or  multiple  roadways  separated  by  safety 
islands  or  physical  traffic  separation  installations. 

4—  Permits  all  traffic  to  pass  a school  bus  at  a maximum  speed  of  15 
miles  per  hour  when  the  bus  is  parked  at  the  curb  to  receive 
children  from  or  to  discharge  children  to  enter  a school  located 
on  the  same  side  of  the  street  as  that  on  which  the  school  bus 
is  parked. 

5—  Prohibits  the  driver  of  a school  bus  from  starting  the  bus  until 
every  child  who  may  have  alighted  therefrom  shall  have  reached 
a place  of  safety. 

6—  Provides  a penalty  of  not  less  than  $25  nor  more  than  $50  and 
costs  for  the  first  oflFense  and  not  less  than  $50  nor  more  than  $100 
and  costs  for  each  subsequent  oflFense. 

Note:  The  act  does  not  exclude  traffic  in  business  and  residential 

areas  from  compliance  with  the  above  regulations.  Approved 
by  the  Governor,  February  2,  1956. 

Act  No.  323  (Senate  Bill  No.  759)^ 

This  act  further  amends  Section  2541  of  the  Public  School  Code 
of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  payment  of  subsidies  on  account  of  pupil 
transportation.  This  section  is  amended  by  providing  that  with  respect 
to  district-owned  vehicles  purchased  after  December  31,  1955,  the 
annual  depreciation  charge  shall  not  exceed  $700  and  that  in  no  case 
shall  the  Commonwealth  make  annual  payments  on  account  of  the 
depreciation  of  any  vehicle  totaling  an  amount  exceeding  the  cost 
of  the  vehicle  as  approved  by  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction 
nor  more  than  a total  of  fifteen  payments.  Approved  by  the  Governor, 
February  10,  1955. 
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Act  No.  629  (House  Bill  No.  983) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  May  1,  1929,  P.L.  905,  known 
as  “The  Vehicle  Code.”  The  act  legalizes  transportation  of  children 
to  Sunday  School  in  buses  owned  by  or  used  under  contract  with  a 
school  district,  a private  school,  or  a parochial  school.  Approved  by 
the  Governor,  May  31,  1956. 

Act  No.  630  (House  Bill  No.  984) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  May  28,  1937,  P.L.  1053,  known 
as  the  “Public  Utility  Law.”  The  act  removes  from  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Public  Utility  Commission  buses  owned  by  or  used  under  contract 
with  a school  district,  a private  school,  or  a parochial  school  for  the 
transportation  of  children  to  Sunday  School.  Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, May  31,  1956. 

SCOTLAND  SCHOOL  FOR  VETERANS’  CHILDREN 

See  Professional  Employes,  Act  No.  119 

Act  No.  249  (House  Bill  No.  1626) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  May  21,  1943,  P.L.  302,  which 
is  the  basic  act  providing  for  the  admission  of  children  to  the  Scotland 
School  for  Veterans’  Children.  The  act  extends  permission  to  admit 
to  the  institution  children  of  parent  or  parents  who  have  served  in 
any  branch  of  the  armed  forces  dming  any  armed  conflict  of  the 
United  States.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  December  13,  1955. 

STATE  COUNCIL  OF  EDUCATION 

See  School  Buildings  Program,  Act  No.  417 

See  Intermediate  Administrative  Unit,  Act  No.  650 

Act  No.  340  (House  Bill  No.  1021)* 

This  act  amends  subsection  ( a ) of  Section  228  of  the  PubHc  School 
Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  creation  or  change  of  third  or 
fourth  class  school  districts  by  requiring  the  State  Council  of  Educa- 
tion to  grant  a hearing  to  the  school  districts  which  shall  be  aSected 
by  the  council’s  decision  on  the  creation  or  change  of  a third  or 
fourth  class  school  district.  This  means  that  a hearing  will  need  to 
be  scheduled  for  every  annexation,  etc.  Approved  by  the  Governor, 
February  17,  1956. 
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STATE  SCHOLARSHIP 

Act  No.  561  (Senate  Bill  No.  651)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1612  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 
P.L.  30,  by  increasing  the  amount  of  the  present  State  Scholarship 
plan.  The  value  of  the  scholarship  under  this  act  is  increased  from 
$100  to  $200.  Approved  hy  the  Governor,  May  24,  1956. 

TAXATION 

Act  No.  34  (Senate  Bill  No.  155) 

This  act  amends  Section  306  of  the  Act  of  May  21,  1943,  P.L.  571, 
known  as  “The  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment  Law,”  by 
extending  the  time  for  the  establishment  of  uniform  permanent  record 
system,  including  maps,  property  record  cards,  and  property  owners’ 
index  cards,  to  not  later  than  January  1,  1958,  and  further  provides 
that  subsequent  to  January  1,  1957,  any  school  district  is  authorized 
to  mandamus  the  board  of  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes,  if  they 
have  failed  or  neglected  to  comply  or  neglected  to  take  steps  to  comply 
with  the  provisions  of  the  act.  It  authorizes  the  court  to  take  jurisdic- 
tion and  control  until  compliance  with  the  act  has  been  concluded.  Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1955. 

Act  No.  49  (Senate  Bill  No.  153) 

This  act  further  amends  Section  102  of  the  Act  of  July  7,  1947,  P.L. 
1368,  known  as  the  “Real  Estate  Tax  Sale  Law,”  by  changing  the 
definition  of  “Taxing  District.” 

The  act  sets  up  a procedure  whereby  counties  may  set  up  a Tax 
Claim  Bureau  for  the  collection  of  delinquent  taxes  and  provides  a 
method  whereby  the  cities  of  the  third  class  and  school  districts  located 
in  those  cities  shall  collect  their  delinquent  taxes  on  property  through 
the  Tax  Claim  Bureau.  Third  class  cities  and  school  districts  within 
the  city  shall  not  become  subject  to  the  act  until  one  year  following 
the  first  tax  sale  held  by  the  Tax  Claim  Bureau  of  the  county.  Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  June  10,  1955. 

Act  No.  60  (Senate  Bill  No.  69) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  June  25,  1947,  P.L.  1145,  by 
making  a real  estate  transfer  tax  collectable  regardless  of  where  the 
instruments  making  the  transfers  are  made,  executed,  or  delivered  or 
where  the  actual  settlements  on  such  transfers  take  place,  and  to  be 
paid  by  the  transferor.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  28,  1955. 
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Act  No.  148  (House  Bill  No.  1469) 

This  act  requires  the  recorder  of  deeds  of  every  county  upon  written 
request  therefor  to  furnish  the  tax  collector  of  each  borough,  town- 
ship, school  district,  town,  second  class  A and  third  class  city  within 
the  county  a record  of  all  transfers  of  property  located  within  the 
borough,  township,  school  district,  town,  second  class  A and  third 
class  city  within  60  days  of  the  time  of  transfer.  Approved  by  the 
Governor,  September  7,  1955. 

Act  No.  155  (Senate  Bill  No.  126) 

This  act  further  amends  Section  702  of  the  Act  of  May  21,  1943, 
P.L.  571,  known  as  “The  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment 
Law,”  relating  to  rights  of  hearings.  The  act  permits  any  political  sub- 
division having  an  interest  in  assessments  to  appear  before  the  Assess- 
ment Board  and  be  heard  either  by  solicitor  or  council.  Approved 
by  the  Governor,  September  27,  1955. 

Act  No.  186  (Senate  BiU  No.  459) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  June  25,  1947,  P.L.  1145,  and 
its  amendments  which  is  commonly  known  as  “Act  481  of  1947”  or 
the  “Tax  Anything  Law”  as  follows: 

Section  1 (c)— The  aggregate  of  all  taxes  levied  by  school  districts 
of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  classes  shall  not  exceed  the  product 
of  15  mills  multiplied  by  the  assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  and 
for  financially  handicapped  school  districts  shall  not  exceed  the  product 
of  15  mills  multiplied  by  the  market  value  of  real  estate  certified  by 
the  State  Tax  Equalization  Board.  The  provisions  of  the  section  shall 
continue  in  efiFect  until  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1959. 

Section  2— Where  a school  district  of  the  second,  third,  or  fourth 
class  wishes  to  re-enact  a resolution  levying  the  same  taxes  as  of  the 
preceding  year,  notice  of  intention  need  not  be  advertised  and  the 
provisions  of  the  resolution  need  not  be  advertised  either  before  or 
after  its  adoption.  However,  a short  notice  shall  be  advertised  one 
time  within  10  days  after  its  adoption  stating  that  the  resolution  of 
the  preceding  year  has  been  re-enacted  without  substantial  change. 
The  resolution  may  be  adopted  prior  to  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal 
year  and  prior  to  the  preparation  of  the  budget  when  desirable.  Ap- 
proved by  the  Governor,  October  7,  1955. 
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Act  No.  226  (House  Bill  No.  914) 

This  act  re-enacts  and  amends  the  Acts  of  May  23,  1949,  P.L.  1661 
and  May  29,  1951,  P.L.  493,  by  requiring  school  districts  of  the  first 
class  and  first  class  A to  levy  annually  on  or  after  the  second  Monday 
of  November  and  before  the  first  Monday  of  December  next  follow- 
ing a tax  of  not  less  than  one  or  more  than  one  and  one-half  mills 
on  real  property.  These  taxes  are  in  addition  to  any  other  taxes  which 
school  districts  of  the  first  class  or  first  class  A may  levy  and  collect 
under  any  existing  law.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  November  30, 
1955. 

Act  No.  245  (House  Bill  No.  1473)* 

This  act  further  amends  Subsection  ( b ) of  Section  672  of  the  Public 
School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  tax  levies. 

The  act  clarifies  the  provisions  of  the  law  as  to  the  amount  by 
which  a school  district  of  the  second,  third,  or  fourth  class  may  exceed 
the  tax  limitation  imposed  in  Section  672  of  the  Code.  Specifically, 
the  bill  provides  that  “the  tax  levied  to  pay  minimum  salaries  and 
increments  of  the  teaching  and  supervisory  staff  shall  not  be  invalidated 
or  affected  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  in  determining  the  amount  to 
be  raised  by  such  tax  for  the  payment  of  minimum  salaries  and  in- 
crements no  deduction  was  made  for  appropriations  or  reimbursements 
paid  or  payable  by  the  Commonwealth  to  the  school  district  which 
are  appficable  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  minimum  salaries  and 
increments.”  Approved  by  the  Governor,  December  13,  1955. 

Act  No.  267  (House  Bill  No.  1707) 

This  act  further  amends  Sections  8.1  and  13  of  the  Act  of  June  21, 
1939,  P.L.  626,  which  are  concerned  with  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Property  Assessment,  Appeals  and  Review  in  counties  of 
the  second  class.  It  repeals  the  provision  which  required  that  no 
new  building  in  the  process  of  construction  shall  be  assessed  for  any 
purpose  until  one  year  from  the  date  the  construction  began  or  the 
date  of  issuance  of  the  building  permit.  Approved  by  the  Governor, 
December  22,  1955. 

Act  No.  280  (Senate  Bill  No.  218) 

This  act  further  amends  Section  2 of  the  Act  of  June  20,  1947,  P.L. 
733.  This  act  is  concerned  with  the  levy  of  taxes  on  certain  personal 
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property  by  school  districts  of  the  first  class  A.  The  amendment  pro- 
vides a formula  to  determine  the  value  of  taxable  shares  of  any  regu- 
lated investment  company.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  December  28, 
1955. 


Act  No.  283  (House  Bill  No.  114 )** 

This  act  repeals  Section  518  and  adds  a new  Section  518.1  to  the 
act  approved  May  22,  1933,  P.L.  853,  relating  to  appeals  to  the  courts 
from  assessments  and  to  the  collection  of  taxes  thereon  as  well  as 
refunds  of  such  taxes.  The  act  permits  property  owners,  when  they 
feel  aggrieved  over  a property  assessment,  to  appeal  the  same  to  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  county  within  which  such  property 
is  situated  or  to  the  County  Court.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  Decem- 
ber 28,  1955. 


Act  No.  298  (Senate  Bill  No.  523) 

This  act  fiurther  amends  the  Act  of  May  29,  1931,  P.L.  280,  which 
relates  to  the  collection  of  delinquent  taxes  on  seated  lands.  The  act 
sets  up  a procedure  for  the  treasurer’s  sale  of  seated  lands  for  which 
delinquent  taxes  are  due  and  also  sets  up  a procedure  for  payments 
by  the  purchaser  and  a penalty  if  the  purchaser  fails  to  complete 
settlement.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  January  31,  1956. 

Act  No.  317  (House  Bill  No.  1222) 

This  act  amends  Clause  ( 5 ) of  Section  1 of  the  act  approved  May  23, 
1949,  P.L.  1669,  by  providing  that  “ ‘Receipts’  shall  exclude  the  cost  of 
the  commodity  at  its  source  in  the  case  of  a person  who  is  a whole- 
sale dealer  in  grain,  butter,  eggs,  fruit,  or  produce  in  its  natural 
state.”  The  act  affects  districts  of  the  first  class.  The  amendment  pro- 
vides further  that  “No  refunds  of  taxes,  interest,  or  penalties  paid 
prior  to  the  date  of  the  enactment  of  this  act  shall  be  made  as  a 
result  of  the  amendments  herein  contained.”  Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, February  10,  1956. 

Act  No.  318  (House  Bill  No.  1223) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  May  23,  1949,  P.L.  1669,  relating 
to  the  imposition  of  certain  taxes  in  districts  of  the  first  class,  by 
redefining  “Receipts.”  Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  10,  1956. 
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Act  No.  326  (Senate  Bill  No.  853) 

This  act  further  amends  Clause  (5)  of  Section  1 of  the  Act  of  May 
23,  1949,  P.L.  1669,  relating  to  providing  revenue  for  school  districts 
of  the  first  class. 

Clause  (5)  of  Section  1 of  the  specified  act  is  amended  so  as  to 
redefine  “Receipts”  by  excluding  the  cost  of  the  commodity  at  its  source 
in  the  case  of  a person  who  is  a wholesale  dealer  in  fresh  meats  pro- 
duced by  such  person  by  the  slaughter  of  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep. 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  10,  1956. 

Act  No.  332  (House  Bill  No.  1248) 

This  act  further  amends  Subsection  ( a ) of  Section  672  of  the  Public 
School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  the  levying  of  taxes  by  a board 
of  directors  in  school  districts  of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  classes. 

The  act  permits  school  boards  in  school  districts  of  the  second, 
third,  and  fourth  classes  to  levy  taxes  during  the  months  of  February 
and  March  as  well  as  during  April  and  May  as  is  now  provided  in  the 
law.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  14,  1956. 

Act  No.  341  ( House  Bill  No.  1129 ) 

This  act  further  amends  Section  1 of  the  Act  of  May  17,  1929, 
P.L.  1798,  relating  to  provision  for  payments  of  two  and  one-half  cents 
per  acre  in  heu  of  taxes  on  lands  acquired  by  the  State  or  by  the 
Federal  Government  for  forest  reserves,  etc. 

The  present  law  provides  that  such  annual  payment,  i.e.,  two  and 
one-half  cents  per  acre  to  the  county,  two  and  one-half  cents  to  the 
school  district,  and  two  and  one-half  cents  to  the  township  for  roads, 
shall  continue  only  until  the  receipts  from  such  payments  are  equal 
to  or  exceed  the  amount  paid  by  the  Commonwealth  in  heu  of  taxes. 
The  act  provides  that  this  subsection  shall  not  apply  to  the  annual 
charge  of  two  and  one-half  cents  per  acre  for  the  benefit  of  the  county 
in  which  the  land  acquired  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
for  forest  reserves  is  located  for  the  years  1953,  1954,  1955,  and  1956. 
Tlie  charges  for  the  benefit  of  the  county  for  these  years  shall  be 
paid  by  the  Commonwealth.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  February 
17,  1956. 

Act  No.  369  (Senate  Bill  No.  830) 

This  act  adds  Section  703.1  to  “The  Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County 
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Assessment  Law,”  by  changing  the  procedure  to  notify  authorities 
concerning  changes  in  assessed  valuation  of  properties. 

The  board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  is  required,  when 
a change  of  $300  or  more  is  made  in  the  assessed  value  of  property, 
to  give  notice  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  ( if  it  has  accepted  the  provisions 
of  this  act ) in  which  the  assessed  property  is  located,  to  the  secretary 
of  the  school  district  in  which  the  assessed  property  is  located,  and 
to  the  secretary  of  the  borough  or  township  in  which  the  assessed 
property  is  located.  The  time  hmit  within  which  the  city,  borough, 
township,  or  school  district  is  entitled  to  appeal  shall  commence  on 
the  day  that  such  notice  is  mailed  or  otherwise  delivered.  Approved  by 
the  Governor,  February  28,  1956. 

Act  No.  370  (Senate  Bill  No.  831) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  June  26,  1931,  P.L.  1379,  which  created 
in  counties  of  the  third  class  a board  for  the  assessment  and  revision 
of  taxes,  by  adding  Section  8.1. 

The  board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  is  required,  when 
a change  of  $300  or  more  is  made  in  the  assessed  value  of  property, 
to  give  notice  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  ( if  it  has  accepted  the  provisions 
of  this  act ) in  which  the  assessed  property  is  located,  to  the  secretary 
of  the  school  district  in  which  the  assessed  property  is  located  and  to 
the  secretary  of  the  borough  or  township  in  which  the  assessed  property 
is  located.  The  time  limit  within  which  the  city,  borough,  township, 
or  school  district  is  entitled  to  appeal  shall  commence  on  the  day 
that  such  notice  is  mailed  or  otherwise  delivered.  Approved  by  the 
Governor,  February  28,  1956. 

Act  No.  371  (Senate  Bill  No.  832) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  May  22,  1933,  P.L.  853,  which 
is  known  as  “The  General  County  Assessment  Law,”  by  adding  Sec- 
tion 514.1. 

The  board  for  the  assessment  and  revision  of  taxes  is  required,  when 
a change  of  $300  or  more  is  made  in  the  assessed  value  of  property, 
to  give  notice  to  the  clerk  of  the  city  ( if  it  has  accepted  the  provisions 
of  this  act)  in  which  the  assessed  property  is  located,  to  the  secretary 
of  the  school  district  in  which  the  assessed  property  is  located  and 
to  the  secretary  of  the  borough  or  township  in  which  the  assessed 
property  is  located.  The  time  hmit  within  which  the  city,  borough, 
township,  or  school  district  is  entitled  to  appeal  shall  commence 
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on  the  day  that  such  notice  is  mailed  or  otherwise  delivered.  Approved 
by  the  Governor,  February  28,  1956. 

Act  No.  379  (Senate  Bill  No.  918) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  June  21,  1939,  P.L.  626,  which 
prescribes  the  duties  of  a Board  of  Property  Assessment  Appeals  and 
Review,  for  counties  of  the  second  class,  by  adding  Section  17.1. 

This  section  states  that  on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  January 
the  Board  of  Property  Assessment  Appeals  and  Review  shall  certify  to 
the  clerk  or  secretary  of  each  political  subdivision  within  the  county, 
the  total  value  of  real  property  in  the  assessment  roll  and  taxable 
by  the  respective  political  subdivisions.  The  time  limit  within  which 
the  political  subdivision  is  entitled  to  appeal  the  actions  of  the  board, 
shall  commence  on  the  day  such  certification  is  mailed  or  otherwise 
delivered.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  6,  1956. 

Act  No.  401  (House  Bill  No.  1246)* 

This  act  further  amends  Section  672  of  the  Public  School  Code  of 
1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  limitations  on  tax  levies  in  school  districts 
of  the  second,  third,  and  fourth  classes. 

The  act  permits  boards  of  school  directors  in  the  specified  school 
districts  to  levy  taxes  at  an  increased  rate  when  necessary  to  pay  for 
amortization  of  a bond  issue  which  provided  a school  building  since 
1945.  This  is  the  same  provision  as  is  applicable  in  the  case  of  taxes 
levied  to  pay  annual  rentals  to  an  authority.  Approved  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, March  19,  1956. 

Act  No.  424  (Senate  Bill  No.  661) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  May  21,  1943,  P.L.  571,  by  changing 
the  compensation  payable  to  tax  assessors  from  $10.00  to  $12.00  per 
day.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  28,  1956. 

Act  No.  519  (House  Bill  No.  2001) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  June  20,  1947,  P.L.  745,  relating 
to  providing  revenue  for  school  districts  of  the  first  class,  by  imposing 
a temporary  mercantile  license  tax,  providing  for  its  levy  and  collection, 
and  irnposing  powers  and  duties  on  boards  of  public  education  in 
school  districts  of  the  first  class,  receivers  of  school  taxes  and  school 
treasurers  and  fixing  a period  of  limitations  for  making  assessments  and 
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for  beginning  suits  for  collection  of  unpaid  taxes  and  reducing  the 
penalU'  on  unpaid  taxes.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  10,  1956. 

Act  No.  587  ( Senate  Bill  No.  1018 ) 

This  act  amends  the  Act  of  July  25,  1955,  P.L.  273,  relating  to  the 
time  during  which  political  subdivisions  may  act  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act. 

The  act  which  is  amended  provides  that  whenever  a county,  city, 
borough,  incorporated  town,  township,  school  district,  poor  district, 
or  county  institution  district  has  failed  to  file  in  the  oflBce  of  the 
prothonotary  any  tax  claim  or  municipal  claim  against  any  property 
within  the  time  limit  required  by  law,  or  has  filed  a claim  and  in  such 
claim  has  not  described  the  property  fully  or  has  not  reduced  the 
claim  to  a judgment  within  five  years,  or  has  not  filed  a suggestion  of 
nonpayment  and  an  averment  of  default,  or  for  various  other  reasons 
has  not  reduced  the  claim  to  judgment  within  five  years,  the  munici- 
pality was  given  an  additional  six  months  to  take  the  necessary  action. 
The  amendment  will  permit  the  municipalities  to  take  the  necessary 
action  prior  to  July  31,  1956.  The  original  legislation  and  the  proposed 
legislation  provide  that  if  the  property  has  been  transferred  and  the 
claim  or  judgment  has  not  been  properly  handled,  that  the  claim  or 
judgment  against  the  property  will  not  be  affected.  Approved  by  the 
Governor,  May  25,  1956. 

Act  No.  588  (Senate  Bill  No.  798) 

This  act  amends  Clause  (5)  of  Section  1 of  the  Act  of  May  23,  1949, 
P.L.  1669,  relating  to  the  imposition  of  certain  taxes  in  school  districts 
of  the  first  class. 

The  act  provides  revenue  for  school  districts  of  the  first  class  by 
imposing  a tax  on  persons  engaging  in  certain  businesses,  professions, 
occupations,  trades,  vocations,  and  commercial  activities  therein.  It 
provides  for  the  levying  and  collection  of  the  tax  and  imposes  powers 
and  duties  on  the  board  of  public  education,  receivers  of  school  taxes, 
and  school  treasurer.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  25,  1956. 

Act  No.  642  (House  Bill  No.  2008) 

This  act  fmrther  amends  the  Act  of  May  22,  1933,  P.L.  853,  known 
as  “The  General  County  Assessment  Law,”  clarifying  the  exclusion 
of  cities,  boroughs,  townships,  school  districts,  and  poor  districts  in 
counties  of  the  second  class  from  provision  excluding  certain  items 
in  valuing  real  estate. 
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The  act  amends  Subsection  (a)  of  Section  201  which  provides  that 
machinery,  tools,  appliances,  and  other  equipment  contained  in  any  1^1* 
mill,  mine,  manufactory,  or  industrial  establishment,  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered  or  included  as  a part  of  real  estate  in  determining  the  value 
of  such  mill,  mine,  manufactory,  or  industrial  establishment,  by  ex- 
cluding counties  of  the  second  class  and  cities  other  than  cities  of 
the  second  class,  boroughs,  townships,  school  districts,  other  than  i 
school  districts  of  the  first  class  A,  and  poor  districts  in  such  counties. 
Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956. 

TRANSPORTATION 

See  School  Buses,  Acts  Nos.  84,  312,  323,  629,  630  |tl 

Act  No.  343  (House  Bill  No.  1567)*  j[, 

This  act  amends  Section  2541  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949,  I® 
P.L.  30,  relating  to  payments  of  appropriation  on  account  of  pupil  1® 
transportation,  by  adding  Subsection  ( 7 ) which  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  appropriations  on  account  of  nonresident  children  who  |j| 
are  placed  in  the  home  of  a resident,  or  who  are  inmates  of  an 
orphan  asylum,  or  home,  or  a children’s  home,  or  other  institution 
for  the  care  and  training  of  orphans  or  other  children  and  who  attend  I 
the  public  schools  and  who  live  two  miles  or  more  from  the  nearest  ^ 
school  with  the  proper  grades.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  February 
17,  1956. 

Act  No.  344  (House  Bill  No.  1579)* 

This  act  amends  Section  1306  of  the  Public  School  Code  of  1949, 

P.L.  30,  relating  to  nonresident  inmates  of  children’s  institutions,  by 
adding  Subsection  (b)  which  provides  that  “Whenever  nonresident 
children  attend  the  public  schools  in  such  district  they  shall  be  fur- 
nished proper  transportation  provided  for  resident  children  and  the 
district  furnishing  or  providing  the  transportation  shall  be  reimbursed 
in  the  same  manner  as  provided  for  resident  children.”  Approved  by 
the  Governor,  February  17,  1956. 

Act  No.  360  (House  Bill  No.  1340)* 

This  act  further  amends  Clauses  ( 1 ) and  ( 2 ) of  Section  2541  of  the 
Pubfic  School  Code  of  1949,  P.L.  30,  relating  to  transportation  of  pubhc 
school  pupils. 
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The  act  permits  payment  of  transportation  subsidies  to  districts  of 
the  third  class  operating  schools  jointly  with  districts  of  the  fourth 
class  or  with  districts  of  the  third  class  entitled  to  payment  on  account 
of  transportation.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  February  28,  1956. 

VEHICLE  CODE  AMENDED 

See  School  Buses,  Acts  Nos.  84,  312,  360 

Act  No.  389  (House  Bill  No.  844) 

This  act  further  amends  the  Act  of  May  1,  1929,  known  as  “The 
Vehicle  Code.”  The  act  is  designed  as  an  aid  in  protecting  school 
children  within  a school  zone.  Local  authorities  and  school  districts 
may  place  a “silent  policeman”  in  school  zones  as  defined  in  the  act 
for  a period  beginning  one  hour  before  school  convenes  and  ending 
one  hour  after  school  adjourns,  subject  to  regulations  of  the  Secretary 
of  Highways.  Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  15,  1956. 
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APPROPRIATIONS 


Act  No.  29A  (Senate  Bill  No.  785— Printer’s  No.  459) 
GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL 

Depahtmental 

Departmental  Salaries  and  Expenses  $1,640,000 

State  Library  483,000 

Professional  Examining  Boards  1,016,000 

State  Board  of  Censors— See  Act  139A 

Federation  of  Junior  Historians  20,000 

Evaluation  of  High  School  Credits  85,000 

Conducting  Auditory  Examinations  50,000 

Acquisition  of  Siuplus  Property— Transferred  to  Department  of 
Property  and  Supphes— See  Reorganization  Plan  No.  8 

Licensing  Private  Trade  Schools  158,000 

Books  for  Partially  Sighted 30,000 

Farm  and  Home  Safety  Education 29,000 

Revising  of  Elementary,  Secondary,  and  Vocational  Curricula  . . 80,000 

Accreditment  of  Veterans’  Facilities  56,000 

Administration  of  Solicitation  Act— Transferred  to  Department 
of  State— See  Reorganization  Plan  No.  2 

School  Employes’  Retirement  Board— Adm 620,000 

Speech  and  Hearing  Rehabilitation  Centers  305,000 

Day  Care  Training  Centers  200,000 


Total  Depaetmental  $4,772,000 

Institutional 

State  Teachers  Colleges— See  Act  485  and  Act  99A  $15,000,000 

Pennsylvania  State  Oral  School  at  Scranton 400,000 

Scotland  School  for  Veterans’  Children  at  Scotland 1,395,000 

Thaddeus  Stevens  Trade  School  at  Lancaster 845,000 


Total  Institutional  $17,640,000 

StTBSIDIES 

Salaries  of  County  Superintendents,  Assistant  County  Superin- 
tendents, and  Supervisors  of  Special  Education  $3,401,500 

Expenses  of  County  Superintendents,  Assistant  County  Superin- 
tendents, and  Supervisors  of  Special  Education  297,000 

Expenses  of  County  Boards  and  Attorney  Fees 52,800 

Transportation  29,261,000 

Vocational  Education  3,000,000 

School  Lunch  Program  155,000 

Miscellaneous  Subsidies  683,000 

Support  of  Public  Schools  423,840,000 


Total  Public  School  Subsidies  $460,690,300 

Education  of  Deaf,  Blind,  and  Cerebral  Palsied  $4,200,000 

Public  Service  Institute  $250,000 

Survey  of  Public  School  Plant  Facilities  $13,900 

Retirement  of  School  Employes 

Contingent  Reserve  Account  $32,465,000 

Annuity  Reserve  Account  No.  2 8,014,495 

Former  Teachers  Account  185,000 

Increased  Retirement  Allowances  2,100,000 


Total  Retirement  of  School  Employes  $42,764,495 

Total— General  Appropriation  Bill  $530,330,695 

( Approved  by  the  Governor,  December  22,  1955. ) 
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Deficiency  Appropriations 
Act  No.  4A  (House  Bill  No.  318-Printer’s  No.  157) 
Deficiency  appropriation  for  Salaries  of 
County  Superintendents,  Assistant 
County  Superintendents,  and  Super- 


visors of  Special  Education  $27,973 

Transportation  1,171,413 


(Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  4,  1955.) 

Act  No.  5A  (House  Bill  No.  317— Printer’s  No.  156) 
Deficiency  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  payments  to  school  districts  on  ac- 
count of  rentals  payable  to  municipality  authorities 

and  nonprofit  corporations  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  7,  1955.) 

Act  No.  25A  (House  Bill  No.  1628-Printer’s  No.  1041) 
Deficiency  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  payments  to  school  districts  on  ac- 
count of  rentals  payable  to  municipality  authorities 

and  nonprofit  corporations  

( Approved  by  the  Governor,  October  17,  1955. ) 

Other  Department  Appropriations 

Act  No.  12A  (House  Bill  No.  1448— Printer’s  No.  440) 
Making  an  appropriation  out  of  the  Motor  License 
Fund  to  the  Department  of  Publie  Instruction  to 

promote  highway  safety  education  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  29,  1955.) 

Act  No.  417  (Senate  Bill  No.  215— Printer’s  No.  559) 
School  Building  Program— Administer  provisions  of  this 

act  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  March  22,  1956.) 

Act  No.  47A  (House  Bill  No.  1596— Printer’s  No.  1499) 
Aid  to  certain  handicapped  and  distressed  school  dis- 
tricts   

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1956.) 

Act  No.  48A  (House  Bill  No.  1597— Printer’s  No.  1500) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Public 
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$1,199,386 


5,000,000 


6,711,000 


25,000 


405,000 


400,000 


Instruction  for  payments  to  school  districts  on  ac- 
count of  rentals  payable  to  municipality  authorities 

and  nonprofit  corporations  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1956.) 

Act  No.  49A  (House  Bill  No.  1598— Printer’s  No.  1512) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  payments  to  school  districts  on  ac- 
count of  obligations  to  the  State  Public  School  Build- 
ing Authority  as  provided  by  law 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1956.) 

Act  No.  50A  (House  Bill  No.  1881— Printer’s  No.  1545) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  payments  to  school  districts  on  ac- 
count of  approved  reimbursable  rental  payable  to 
the  State  Public  School  Building  Authority,  munici- 
pality authorities,  and  nonprofit  corporations  and  on 
account  of  sinking  fund  charges  on  indebtedness  for 

school  buildings  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  12,  1956.) 

Act  No.  650  (Senate  Bill  No.  992— Printer’s  No.  552) 
State-wide  plan— Reorganization  of  counties  for  school 

administration  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  79A  ( House  Bill  No.  1595— Printer’s  No.  1498 ) 
Making  an  appropriation  for  aid  to  free  public  non- 
sectarian county  libraries  and  for  the  purchase  and 

transportation  of  books  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  485  (Senate  Bill  No.  333-Printer’s  No.  562) 
Increasing  the  minimum  compensation  and  increments 
for  administrators  and  members  of  the  faculty  of  the 

State  Teachers  Golleges  

( Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  13,  1956. ) 

Act  No.  99A  ( Senate  Bill  No.  971-Printer’s  No.  551) 

Amends  the  Appropriation  Act  No.  29A  by  increasing 
the  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  the  State 

Teachers  Golleges  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 


16,471,000 


6,128,000  i 


8,000,000  j 


50,000 


180,000 


100,000  < 


500,000 
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Act  No.  125A  (House  Bill  No.  2048— Printer’s  No.  1798) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  payment  of  costs  incurred  in 
administering  the  Special  School  Milk  Program  in 
cooperation  with  the  Federal  Government 
(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  139A  (House  Bill  No.  1974-Printer’s  No.  1828) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Public 
Instruction  for  the  proper  conduct  of  the  work  of  the 

Pennsylvania  State  Board  of  Gensors 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  667  (House  Bill  No.  653— Printer’s  No.  1762) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  School  Employes’  Re- 
tirement Fund  to  increase  disability  or  superannua- 
tion retirement  allowance  for  members  retired  before 

May  1,  1951 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956.) 

Gooperative  With  Other  Departments 

Act  No.  77A  (Senate  Bill  No.  343— Printer’s  No.  645) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture for  the  maintenance  and  operation  of  the 
Regional  Poultry  Diagnostic  Laboratory  at  the  Na- 
tional Agricultural  Gollege  Farm  School,  Doyles- 

town  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  152  (Senate  Bill  No.  601— Printer’s  No.  204) 
Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor  to  convey  to  the 
Borough  of  Slippery  Rock  certain  real  property 
located  in  the  Township  of  Slippery  Rock. 
(Approved  by  the  Governor,  September  12,  1955.) 

Act  No.  201  (House  Bill  No.  1534-Printer’s  No.  502) 
Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor  to  accept  a tract 
of  land  and  buildings  thereon  erected  in  the  Borough 
of  Galifornia,  Washington  Gounty,  containing  25.609 
acres  for  the  use  of  the  California  State  Teachers 
College. 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  October  21,  1955.) 
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70,000 


100,000 


912,000 


35,000 


Act  No.  445  (Senate  Bill  No.  587— Printer’s  No.  290) 
Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  acquire  five 
tracts  of  land  in  the  Borough  of  West  Chester  for  the 
use  of  West  Chester  State  Teachers  College 
(Approved  by  the  Governor,  April  4,  1956.) 

Act  No.  638  ( House  Bill  No.  16 14-Pr inter’s  No.  986) 

Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  acquire  a tract 
of  land  with  building  thereon  in  the  Borough  of 
Indiana  for  the  use  of  Indiana  State  Teachers  Col- 
lege   

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  639  (House  Bill  No.  1615— Printer’s  No.  987) 
Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  acquire  a tract 
of  land  with  buildings  thereon  in  White  Township, 
Indiana  County,  for  the  use  of  Indiana  State 

Teachers  College  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  640  (House  Bill  No.  1616— Printer’s  No.  988) 
Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  acquire  a tract 
of  land  in  the  Borough  of  Indiana  for  the  use  of 

Indiana  State  Teachers  College  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  644  (House  Bill  No.  1280-Printer’s  No.  388) 
Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  acquire  tracts 
of  land  in  the  Borough  of  Edinboro  for  the  use  of 

Edinboro  State  Teachers  College 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  645  (House  Bill  No.  1965— Printer’s  No.  1339) 
Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  acquire  63 
acres  of  land  in  Washington  Township,  Erie  County, 
for  the  use  of  Edinboro  State  Teachers  College 
(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 


25.000  I 

14.500 

28.500 

15.000 
100,000 

19.000 
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Act  No.  647  (Senate  Bill  No.  562— Printer’s  No.  202) 
Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  acquire  two 
tracts  of  land  in  the  City  of  Lock  Haven  for  the  use 
of  Lock  Haven  State  Teachers  College 
(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  648  ( Senate  Bill  No.  563— Printer’s  No.  203 ) 

Authorizing  the  Department  of  Property  and  SuppHes, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  to  acquire  62 
acres  of  land  in  the  City  of  Lock  Haven  for  the  use 

of  Lock  Haven  State  Teachers  College 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  106A  (House  Bill  No.  54— Printer’s  No.  1049) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Prop- 
erty and  Supplies  for  necessary  improvements  at  the 

Bloomsburg  State  Teachers  College 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  108A  ( House  Bill  No.  887— Printer’s  No.  1756 ) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Prop- 
erty and  SuppHes  for  necessary  improvements  at  the 

Shippensburg  State  Teachers  College  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  109A  (House  Bill  No.  1573— Printer’s  No.  1053) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Prop- 
erty and  Supplies  for  necessary  improvements  at  the 

Edinboro  State  Teachers  College 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  126A  ( Senate  Bill  No.  425— Printer’s  No.  565 ) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Prop- 
erty and  Supplies  for  necessary  improvements  at  the 

California  State  Teachers  College  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  67A  (House  Bill  No.  200-Printer’s  No.  1050) 
Making  an  appropriation  to  the  Department  of  Prop- 
erty and  Supplies  for  the  purchase  of  fire  fighting 
equipment  for  the  Scotland  School  for  Veterans’ 

Children  

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  29,  1956.) 


10,200 


8,600 


15,000 


60,000 


15,000 


55,000 


15,000 
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State-Aided  Institutions 


Act  No.  58A  (House  Bill  No.  902— Printer’s  No.  643) 

University  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  of  Medicine, 

Philadelphia 2,120,575 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  119A  (House  Bill  No.  901— Printer’s  No.  642) 

University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia— Mainte- 
nance   4,996,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  120A  (House  Bill  No.  903— Printer’s  No.  644) 

University  of  Pennsylvania  for  the  School  of  Veterinary 

Medicine,  Philadelphia  835,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  59A  (House  Bill  No.  1066— Printer’s  No.  646) 

Temple  University  Medical  School,  Philadelphia  ....  2,132,037 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  121A  (House  Bill  No.  1065— Printer’s  No.  645) 

Temple  University,  Philadelphia 3,675,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  GOA  (House  Bill  No.  1090— Printer’s  No.  647) 

Jefferson  Medical  Gollege,  Philadelphia  2,696,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  61A  ( House  Bill  No.  1484— Printer’s  No.  651 ) 

University  of  Pittsburgh,  for  the  School  of  Medicine, 

Pittsburgh  1,571,440 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  122A  (House  Bill  No.  1483— Printer’s  No.  650) 

University  of  Pittsburgh,  Pittsburgh— Maintenance  . . 4,109,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  124A  ( House  Bill  No.  1787— Printer’s  No.  1797 ) 

University  of  Pittsburgh,  Pittsburgh— Establishment  of 

a professorship  in  the  School  of  Medicine 50,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 
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Act  No.  144A  (House  Bill  No.  1482-Printers  No.  649) 

University  of  Pittsburgh,  Pittsburgh— General  Main- 
tenance and  Operation  of  the  Western  Psychiatric 

Institute  and  Chnic  3,200,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  62A  (House  Bill  No.  1610— Printer’s  No.  668) 

Women’s  Medical  Gollege  of  Pennsylvania,  East  Falls, 

Philadelphia 724,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  63A  ( House  Bill  No.  1611-Printer’s  No.  669) 

Hahnemann  Medical  Gollege  and  Hospital,  Philadel- 
phia   1,572,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  107A  (House  Bill  No.  597-Printer’s  No.  1493) 

The  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia  107,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  80A  ( House  Bill  No.  1600— Printer’s  No.  658 ) 

Moore  Institute  of  Art,  Science  and  Industry,  Phila- 
delphia   65,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  81A  (House  Bill  No.  1601-Printer’s  No.  659) 

Berean  Manual  Training  School,  Philadelphia 55,000 


(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  82A  ( House  Bill  No.  1602— Printer’s  No.  1501 ) 

Williamson  Free  School  of  Mechanical  Trades,  Dela- 


ware Gounty  56,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  83A  (House  Bill  No.  1605— Printer’s  No.  663) 

National  Agricultural  College  Farm  School,  Doyles- 

town  80,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  84A  ( House  Bill  No.  1606— Printer’s  No.  664 ) 

Philadelphia  Textile  Institute,  Philadelphia  160,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  85A  (House  Bill  No.  1607— Printer’s  No.  1502) 

Orlando  S.  Johnson  Industrial  School,  Scranton  75,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 
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Act  No.  86A  (House  Bill  No.  1608-Printer’s  No.  666) 

Pennsylvania  Museum  School  o£  Art,  Philadelphia  160,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  90A  (House  BiU  No.  1612-Printers  No.  670) 

Lincoln  University,  Chester 480,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  98A  (House  Bill  No.  1609— Printer’s  No.  1840) 

Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum,  Philadelphia 50,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  102A  (House  Bill  No.  1324-Printer’s  No.  1731) 

Pennsylvania  State  University,  University  Park 25,194,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  May  31,  1956.) 

Act  No.  134A  ( House  Bill  No.  1603— Printer’s  No.  661 ) 
Do^vningtown  Industrial  and  Agricultural  School, 

Downingtown  135,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  135A  ( House  Bill  No.  1604— Printer’s  No.  662 ) 

Downingtown  Industrial  and  Agricultural  School, 
Downingtown— For  the  payment  of  the  cost  of  con- 
struction and  equipment  of  the  new  girls’  dormitory  135,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956.) 

Act  No.  141A  (House  Bill  No.  1306-Printer’s  No.  1593) 
Philadelphia  College  of  Osteopathy,  Philadelphia  ...  200,000 

(Approved  by  the  Governor,  June  1,  1956.) 

Total  Appropriations 

General  Appropriation  Act $530,330,695 

Deficiency  Appropriations  12,910,386 

Other  Department  Appropriations  33,341,000 

Cooperative  With  Other  Departments 415,800 

State-Aided  Institutions  54,633,052 
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Rental,  Municipahty  Authorities  333  10 

Rental,  State  Public  School  Building  Authority  150  9 

Area  technical  schools 

Advanced  payments,  reimbursement,  and  tuition  675  1 

Vocational  or  technical  schools,  joint  boards  115  14 

Assessment  ( See  Taxation ) 

Appeals  155,  283,  379  35,37, 

40 

New  buildings  267  36 

Notification  of  changed  property  assessment  369,  370,  371  38,39 

Attendance  of  children  from  children’s  institutions  151  27 

Auditors 

Accounts  of  treasurer,  joint  board,  or  school  committee 108  2 

Compensation  of  certified  public  accountants  176  3 

Increased  compensation  121  2 

Board  of  Property  Assessment,  Appeals  and  Review— assessment, 

new  buildings 267  36 

Board  of  School  Directors 

Adequate  fights  in  school  buildings  17  3 

Admission,  nonresident  children  342  27 

Allowance  increased  for  attending  out-of-state  meetings  331  6 

Appropriations  withheld 

Rental,  Municipality  Authorities  333  10 

Rental,  State  Public  School  Building  Authority  150  9 

Auditors 

Accounts  of  treasurer,  joint  school  board,  or  school  com- 
mittee   108  2 

Compensation  of  certified  public  accoimtants  176  3 

Increased  compensation  121  2 

Compensation,  professional  employes— sickness,  injury,  or  death  120  17 

Depreciation,  district-owned  buses  323  32 

Duties  of  vice-president  of  board  109  3 

Election  of  directors— annexed,  merged,  and  union  school  dis- 
tricts   508  6 

Election  of  teacher  related  to  board  member  279  5 

Eligibility  to  vote  for  election  of  county  superintendent 560  7 

First  aid  course  and/or  home  nursing  course  in  high  school  pro- 
gram   478  9 

First  class  and  first  class  A districts— tax  levy  226  36 

First  class,  first  class  A and  second  class  districts— building 

projects  approved  by  Department  of  Public  Instruction  ....  562  30 
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Board  of  School  Directors  (concluded)  act  no.  page 

First  class  A district 

Authorized  to  sell  or  lease  real  estate  to  city 174  4 

Formula  to  determine  value  of  taxable  shares  of  any 

regulated  investment  company  280  36 

Gifts  172  9 

Handicapped  children  program  429,  673  8,12 

Increased  tax  levy,  amortization  of  school  building  bonds  . . . . 401  40 

Licensed  auctioneer  unnecessary  for  sale  of  school  property  .173  4 

Military  leave  includes  Marine  Corps  or  Air  Force 403  17 

Military  leave,  professional  employes  413  17 

Minimum  salaries,  professional  employes  656  18 

Pubhc  recreation  places  39  21 

Repeal  of  Vehicle  Code  requirements— erection  of  school  bus 

stop  signs  312  31 

Repairs,  approval  of  Department  of  Public  Instruction  not 

required  in  some  cases  175  28 

Resolutions  and  ordinances  exempted  from  advertising  re- 
quirements   14  3 

Sabbatical  leave,  professional  employes  112  16 

Safe  supply  of  water  for  each  school  building 17  3 

Salaries,  professional  employes  656  18 

Same  person  not  to  hold  more  tlian  one  board  office  127  3 

School  attendance  of  children  from  children’s  institutions  ....  151  27 

School  building  programs  417  29 

Department  of  Public  Instruction  may  grant  priority  in 

cases  of  emergency  569  31 

Districts  not  included  in  county  plan  562  30 

School  bus  stop  sign  requirement  repealed  312  31 

“Silent  policemen”  389  43 

Strikes  of  school  employes 261  5 

“Tax  Anything  Law”  186  35 

Taxation— second,  third,  and  fourth  class  districts  245,  332  36,  38 

Teachers’  institute— in-service  education  program  as  substitute  126  17 

Transportation 

Reimbursement,  nonresident  children  343,  344  42 

Reimbursement,  schools  operated  jointly  360  42 

Tuition,  nonresident  children  337  27 

Tuition  rate,  high  school  students  193  4 

Use  of  school  buildings  187  4 

Certified  public  accountants,  compensation  176  3 

Compensation  of  professional  employes— sickness,  injury,  or  death  . 120  17 

County  Board  of  School  Directors 

Area  technical  schools,  advance  payments,  reimbursements, 

and  tuition  675  2 

Election  560,  565  7 

Handicapped  children,  transportation  673  8 

Increased  membership  565  7 
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ACT  NO.  PAGE 


Delinquent  taxes,  seated  lands  298  37 

Driver  education,  change  in  reimbursement  to  school  district 555  8 

Effective  Date  and  Time  of  Laws  iv 

First  aid  and/or  home  nursing  course  in  high  school  program  ....  478  9 

First  class  district 

Authorized  to  sell  or  lease  real  estate  to  city  174  4 

Building  projects  approved  by  Department  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion   562  30 

Occupational  tax  588  41 

“Receipts”  redefined  318  37 

“Receipts”  redefined,  excluding  cost  of  commodity  at  its 

source  317,  326  36,38 

Tax  on  real  property 226  36 

Temporary  mercantile  license  tax  519  40 

First  class  A district 

Building  projects  approved  by  the  Deparbnent  of  Pubhc  In- 
struction   562  30 

Formula  to  determine  value  of  taxable  shares  of  any  regulated 

investment  company  280  36 

Tax  on  real  property  226  36 

“Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment  Law”— amended  (See 

Taxation)  34  34 

General  State  Authority 

Construction  of  additions  and  improvements.  State-aided  uni- 
versities   545  10 

Increased  borrowing  power.  State  Teachers  Colleges  592  11 

Handicapped  children  program  429  12 

Handicapped  children,  transportation  by  county  board  673  8 

Increased  compensation,  tax  assessors  424  40 

Increased  tax  levy,  payment  of  minimum  salaries  and  increments 

in  second,  third,  and  fourth  class  districts  245  36 

Intermediate  administrative  unit— mandated  study  of  county  offices  . 650  13 

Investments,  certain  obligations  of  municipality  authorities  not  in 

default  are  authorized  investments  606  11 

Joint  board  of  school  directors 

Auditing  accounts  of  treasurer  108  2 

Budgets  110  14 

Increased  travefing  expenses  to  attend  meetings  330  6 

Meetings  110  14 

Officers  110,  113,  114  14 

Vocational  or  technical  schools  115  14 

Joint  school  committee  114  14 

Increased  traveling  expenses  330  6 

Mercantile  tax,  temporary,  first  class  school  district  (See  Taxation)  . 519  40 


55 


Municipality  authorities  act  no.  page 

Certain  investments  validated 606  11 

Validation  of  contracts  334  10 

Withholding  of  appropriations  333  10 

Nonresident  pupils 

Admission  342  27 

Reimbursement  343,  344  42 

Tuition  337  27 

Occupational  tax,  first  class  district 588  41 

Payment  in  lieu  of  taxes,  land  for  forest  reserves  (See  Taxation)  . . 341  38 

Pennsylvania  Fair  Employment  Practice  Act  222,  428  15 

Professional  employes 

Compensation— sickness,  injury,  or  death  120  17 

Military  leave  of  absence  413  17 

Minimum  salaries  656  18 

Sabbatical  leave 112  16 

Teachers’  in-service  education  program  as  substitute  for  in- 
stitute   126  17 

Property  transfer  record  to  be  furnished  tax  collector 148  35 

Public  recreation  places  39  21 

Public  School  Code— amended  (See  Note,  page  1) 

Public  School  Employes’  Retirement  System 

Changing  basis  for  determining  final  salary  664 

Contributions  for  State-owned  and  State-aided  institutions  ....  649 

Credit  for  prior  service . 666 

Increasing  allowances  for  retired  members  .227,  667,  (Res.  No.  1)  21,25, 

26 

Investment  powers  273,  362  21,22 

Optional  benefit  to  beneficiary 543  23 

Retirement  system  permanently  opened  665  25 

Social  Security  660,  662  24 

Transfer  from  1/160  to  1/140  class  527,  672  22,26 

Transfer  of  credit  between  retirement  systems  . . 538,  539,  540,  674  22,  23, 

26 

“Public  Utility  Law”— buses  taking  children  to  Sunday  School  . . . 630  33 

“Real  Estate  Tax  Sale  Law”— amended  49  34 

Real  estate  transfer  tax 60  34 

Reimbrusement 

County  boards,  area  technical  schools  673,  675  1>  8 

Schools  operated  jointly 360  42 

Transportation,  nonresident  children  343,  344  42 

Reorganization  of  county  offices,  mandated  study  of 650  13 

Reorganization  Plan  No.  2 (Administration  of  Solicitation  Act)  . . 28 

Reorganization  Plan  No.  8 (Surplus  Property  Disposal)  28 

Sabbatical  leave  112  16 

Salaries  119,  485,  656,  29A,  4A  16,18, 

44,45 


ACT  NO.  PAGE 

School  building  programs  417  29-31 

Department  of  Public  Instruction  may  grant  priority  in  emer- 
gency   569  31 

Districts  not  included  in  county  plan  562  30 

School  Buses 

Depreciation,  district-owned  323  32 

Registration  84  31 

Removal  of  school  bus  stop  signs 312  31 

Traffic  approaching  or  overtaking  312  31 

Transportation  of  children  to  Sunday  School 629,  630  33 

School  Code  (See  Note,  Page  1) 

Scotland  School  for  Veterans’  Children 

Admission  of  children  249  33 

Salaries  119  16 

“Silent  PoHcemen”  389  43 

Social  Security  660,  662  24 

State  Council  of  Education 

Approval  of  building  projects  conforming  to  plan  prepared  by 

county  board  417  29-31 

Hearing  granted,  creation  or  change  in  3rd  or  4th  class  dis- 
trict   340  33 

Powers  and  duties  in  relation  to  projected  improvement  of 

intermediate  administrative  unit 650  13 

State  Pubhc  School  Building  Authority  150,  417  9,  29-31 

State  scholarships  increased  561  34 

State  Teachers  Colleges 

Appropriations  (see  pages  44  to  52) 

Increased  borrovwng  power— General  State  Authority  592  11 

Salaries  485  18 

Strikes  of  school  employes  261  5 

Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 

Authorized  to  interpret  provisions  of  the  Act  pertaining  to  the 

Scotland  School  for  Veterans’  Children  119  16 

Member  of  arbitration  panel,  striking  school  employes  261  5 

Required  to  direct  preparation  of  courses  in  first  aid  and  home 

musing  478  9 

Withholding  appropriations  from  districts  in  default  of  rental 

pa)onents  to  Municipahty  Authorities  333  10 

Withholding  appropriations  from  districts  in  default  of  rental 

payments  to  State  Pubhc  School  Building  Authority 150  9 

“Tax  Anything  Law”  (See  Taxation)  186  35 

Tax  Claim  Biueau— delinquent  taxes  (See  Taxation)  49  34 

Tax  claim,  time  for  filing  (See  Taxation)  587  41 

Taxation  (See  also  Board  of  School  Directors) 

Amending  “Fourth  to  Eighth  Class  County  Assessment  Law”— 

extending  time  for  establishing  permanent  record  system  . 34  34 
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ACT 

Amending  “Real  Estate  Tax  Sale  Law”— procedure  for  establish- 
ing Tax  Claim  Bureau  for  collection  of  delinquent  taxes  .... 

Assessment,  new  buildings  

Collection  of  delinquent  taxes  on  seated  lands  

Formula  to  determine  value  of  taxable  shares  of  any  regulated 
investment  company— first  class  A district  (See  First  class  A 

district ) 

Increased  compensation  for  tax  assessors  

Increased  tax  levy,  amortization  of  building  bonds 

Increased  tax  levy  exceeding  tax  limitation,  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th 
class  school  districts,  for  payment  of  minimum  salaries  and 


increments  

Notification  of  changed  property  assessments  369,  370, 

Occupational  tax,  first  class  school  district 

Payment  in  lieu  of  taxes  on  lands  acquired  for  forest  reserves  . 
Property  assessment  appeals  155,  283, 


Real  estate  transfer  tax,  collection  of 

“Receipts”  redefined,  first  class  districts  

“Receipts”  redefined,  first  class  districts,  excluding  cost  of 

commodit)'  at  its  source  317, 

“Tax  Anything  Law”  

Tax  collectors  to  be  furnished  record  of  property  transfer  . . 

Tax  levy,  time  of  in  2nd,  3rd,  and  4th  class  districts  

Tax  on  real  property,  first  and  first  class  A districts  

Temporary  mercantile  tax,  first  class  school  district  

Time  for  fifing  tax  claim 

Valuing  real  estate,  certain  items  excluded,  counties  of  second 

class  

Teachers  ( See  Professional  Employes ) 

Teachers’  institute,  in-service  education  program  

Technical  schools  

Transportation  323,  343,  344, 

Tuition,  increase  in  computing  high  school  allowance  

Validation  of  contracts,  municipality  authorities  

Valuing  real  estate,  counties  of  second  class  

Vehicle  Code  84,  312,  389, 
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PAGE 

49 

34 

267 

36 

298 

37 

280 

36 

424 

40 

401 

40 

245 

36 

371 

38,39 

588 

41 

341 

38 

379 

35,  37, 
40 

60 

34 

318 

37 

326 

37,  38 

186 

35 

148 

35 

332 

38 

226 

36 

519 

40 

587 

41 

642 

41 

126 

17 

115 

14 

360 

32,42 

193 

4 

334 

10 

642 

41 

629 

31,  33, 
43 
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